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Lower Goldwater Lake Opens 
 

Lower Goldwater Lake became a favorite of those who were fortunate enough 

to visit the lake while it was closed to the public.  Because of its popularity 

and to help alleviate pressures on Upper Goldwater Lake, the City decided to 

add amenities making it suitable for visitors.  The City approved plans to  

mitigate any liabilities and add necessary amenities.   It was anticipated that  

construction would begin in late 2019 and be opened to the public sometime 

in 2020.  Due to COVID, construction was postponed.  In Fall 2021, the  

project restarted, construction began and Lower Goldwater Lake is finally  

accessible and open to the public.   

 

Entrance to Lower Goldwater Lake is through Upper Goldwater Lake’s parking 

kiosk and the parking fee includes access to both of the parks.  Between the 

two lakes is a much needed, new large parking area.  This opens up both 

lakes to many more visitors, which has been a problem in the past because of 

the areas popularity and limited parking.     

 

Responses from visitors have been very positive and this little gem of a lake 

is becoming a new favorite.  In this issue we decided to take the opportunity 

to revisit all of the City’s dams.   
 

(Contributor Nancy Nesbit) 

(Photo courtesy of visit Prescott.com) 

 

Lower Goldwater Lake 
Amenities 

 

 1– Medium Ramada 
 Restrooms 

 Picnic Tables 
 Fishing 

(Catch and release only) 
 Hiking Trails 

 

Boating, kayaking, and canoeing  
are not allowed at Lower 

Goldwater Lake. 

ALL LAKES 

Summer Hours 
(Memorial Day through 

Labor Day) 
6:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

 

Winter Hours 
7:00 a.m. - Sunset 

 

PARKING FEE $3.00 
(Goldwater Lakes , Watson & 

Willow Lakes, Peavine & 
Constellation Trails) 

One Day Pass Is Good At All 
Five Locations. 

Parking is free on 
Wednesdays. 

 

Although new amenities for the lake were put on hold, construction for a new portion of trail was 
added connecting to the trails at Upper Goldwater Lake.  The Goldwater Lakes Trails  
now encircles both lakes. Completed in 2019, the loop is approximately 2.4 miles long and has a 
“lite on the land” feel complimenting this remote area.  The photo below was taken from the new  
portion of trail and looks across the lake to Lower Goldwater’s  new park area. 
 

(Photo courtesy of Nancy Nesbit) 
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Upper and Lower Goldwater Lakes Dams 

 

(Photo courtesy of Chris Hosking) 

Prescott’s great fire of July 14, 1900 reinforced the major 

issue of the day, water.  During his term as Mayor 

(intermittently between 1879 and 1927), Morris Goldwater 

worked on getting adequate water and sewer systems to 

Prescott. 

 

The first of the dams, Lower Goldwater Dam was constructed 

in 1923 as a surface water storage and potable water 

treatment plant, supplying water to Prescott.  It has since 

been decommissioned.   
 

To supplement Lower Goldwater Lake, Upper Goldwater Dam 

was constructed for the City in 1932 as a surface water 

storage reservoir.  Construction of this dam was in 

conjunction with dams on Banning (a.k.a. Bannon) and Miller 

Creeks to obtain sufficient water for Prescott's growing 

population.   
 

Prior to its recent opening to the public, Lower Goldwater 

Lake was used to stock and grow fish which eventually were 

transferred and released into the upper lake for fishing 

purposes.  Only catch and release fishing is permitted at 

Lower Goldwater Lake. 
 

Located up in the forest, these smaller Prescott lakes are very 

popular during the summer months providing a cool respite 

from the heat.  Located at an altitude of 6,000 feet, the lakes 

are subject to closure for a few days due to snow. 
 

(Contributor and Photos:  Nancy Nesbit) 
 

All dam specs are from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, NID-National Inventory of Dams. 
 

In 1964 Morris Goldwater was nominated by his nephew Barry 

and awarded the title of “Man of the Century” during the 

Prescott Centennial 

Celebration. 

 

Dam Specs 
 

Lower Goldwater Lake 
Type:  Concrete Gravity Dam 

with an integral spillway 
Measurements:  508 feet long,  72.15 feet high 

Capacity:  351 acre feet of water 
 

Upper Goldwater Lake 
Type:  Slab-buttress Concrete Dam 

with an integral spillway 
Measurements:  383 feet long, 52 feet high 

Capacity:  700 acre feet of water 

 

Upper Goldwater Lake 
Amenities 

 

 Boat Launch 
(No gas motors, electric only) 

 3-Large Ramadas 
 2-Playgrounds 
 Ceremonial Pad 

 Restrooms 
 Fishing Dock 

 Picnic Tables with BBQs 
 Sand Volleyball Court 

 Horseshoe Pits 
 Hiking Trails 

(Top photo) Lower Goldwater Lake dam. 
 

(Bottom photo) Upper Goldwater Lake dam. 
 

(Middle photo) Due to liability issues, the remains of 

the water works, including the settling ponds, located  

behind Lower Goldwater Lake dam were removed 

and the ground leveled prior to opening the lake to 

the public. 

(Photos courtesy of Nancy Nesbit)   
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Watson Lake Dam 

Also known as Granite Creek Dam, construction of Watson Lake Dam probably began in late 1914 and was 

completed in 1920 (*NID) for the Hassayampa Alfalfa Farms Company, one of the predecessors of the 

Chino Valley Irrigation District (CVID).   
 

It  was designed and used to impound irrigation water for transport and use in the Chino Valley area.  The 

lake was named after James Watson, a U.S. Senator from Indiana (November 8, 1916 to March 4, 1933).  

Senator Watson was a principal investor in the Arizona Land and Irrigation Company, the predecessor of 

Hassayampa Alfalfa Farms Company.   
 

The City of Prescott acquired both Watson and Willow Lakes through the purchase of assets and water 

rights of the CVID in 1998, after the Arizona Department of Water Resources declared the area was mining 

groundwater and designated the Little Chino Subbasin an Active Management Area (AMA).  
 

Many private events and festivals, as well as Prescott’s Fourth of July fireworks celebration, are held at 

Watson Lake.  It also links to Watson Woods and the Rails-to-Trails 

Prescott Peavine National Recreational Trail.  It’s easily accessible to 

several local subdivisions, its many events, and amenities make Watson 

Lake one of the busiest and most popular lakes and parks in Prescott.   
 

(Contributor:  Nancy Nesbit) 
 

All dam specs are from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, *NID-National Inventory of Dams. 

 

Watson Lake 
Amenities 

 

 2-Boat Launches 
 Fishing Dock 

 Picnic Ramadas 
 Ceremonial Pad 

 Playground 
 Restrooms 

 Picnic Tables with BBQs 
 Large Turf Area 
 Horseshoe Pits 

 Bocce Ball 
 Disc Golf Course 

 Hiking Trails 
 Two Campgrounds with showers 

(Campgrounds are open during the summer 
season.  Maximum stay is three nights and the 
campgrounds are closed from Tuesday at noon 
through Thursday at noon.  Day camping is not 

allowed.) 

 

(Photo left) The 1998 purchase of Watson 
and Willow Lakes mandated that the City 
of Prescott  recharge the aquifer.  Water 
from Watson Lake is discharged from the 
lake through the dam into Granite Creek.  
Located downstream (north) from  
Watson Lake Dam, a small diversion dam 
(left) pumps water from Granite Creek to 
the airport recharging facility.    
 

Much needed repairs to Watson’s dam 
were completed in April 2019.  The  
repairs were done in two phases, bringing 
the dam up to today’s standards and  
extends the life of the dam well into the 
future.    
 

(Photo right) Phase II included the  
construction of a steel platform and cage 
in back of the dam to safely facilitate  
future work. 
 

(Bottom photo) The barge and equipment 
in front of the dam during Phase I. 
(Photos courtesy of Nancy Nesbit) 

Dam Specs 
Watson Lake 

Type:  Concrete Gravity Arch Dam 
with two adjacent spillway arches 

Measurements:   187 feet long,  81 feet high 
Capacity:  4900 acre feet of water 
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This newsletter is a collaborative effort between City of Prescott employees and volunteers. 
Compilation and graphics provided by Nancy K. Nesbit, Volunteer Park Ranger. 

This newsletter is available on line at:  www.prescott-az.gov 
You can also pick up a copy at our office at the Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center. 

 

Recreation Services Department 
Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center 

(Old Armory Building) 

824 E. Gurley St., Prescott, AZ  86301 

Telephone (928) 777-1122 

Visit us on the City website at:   

www.prescott-az.gov 

Willow Lake Dam 
The largest of Prescott’s lakes, the Willow Lake Dam (a.k.a. Willow Creek Dam) was built in 1936 by the CVID 

(Chino Valley Irrigation District) to augment Watson Lake, and was a great depression era U.S. PWA (Public 

Works Administration) project.  It was designed by Prescott resident James Bell Girand, P.E., who designed 

many projects throughout Arizona and in 1909 became the first and only territorial highway engineer.   
 

In 1887, Prescott’s first railroad, the Prescott & 

Arizona Central Railroad crossed what is now 

Willow Lake.  Due to controversy and poor  

construction, it went out of business in 1893.   
 

Local Prescott western lore also identifies this 

area as the location of many early twentieth  

century Tom Mix silent western films.   
 

Willow Lake has been dubbed Prescott’s  

Undiscovered Jewel. 
 

(Contributor:  Nancy Nesbit) 
 

All dam specs are from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, NID-National 
Inventory of Dams. 

 

Willow Lake 
Amenities 

 

 Boat Launch 
(No gasoline motors) 

 Fishing Dock 
 5-Small Picnic Ramadas with BBQs 

 2-Large Ramadas 
(Available for rent) 

 Restrooms 
 Archaeological Site 

 Multi-use Trail around the lake 
(An Arizona State Premier Trail) 

 

(Top photo-courtesy of Nancy Nesbit)  When Watson Lake becomes full, excess water is 

sent to Willow Lake through a channel located at the Fish Trail trailhead between the 

small  ramadas near the south boat ramp and the disc golf course. 
 

(Bottom photo-courtesy of Chris Hosking)  Willow Lake Dam.  

Dam Specs 
Willow Lake 

Type:  Thin Arch Concrete Dam  
with a separated thin arch spillway. 

Measurements:  297 feet long,  99 feet high 
Capacity:  7800 acre feet of water 


