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Monoclonal Antibodies vs. COVID-19 

The FDA authorized monoclonal antibody drugs from the companies Regeneron and Eli Lilly in November 
2020, but only recently have they attracted more attention as the Delta variant of the virus that causes 
COVID-19 surges across the U.S.  Currently, two monoclonal antibody treatments are in use in the United 
States right now. The FDA gave an emergency use authorization to a treatment made by Regeneron and 
another made by GlaxoSmithKline.  Regeneron is the most widely used treatment providing a temporary, 
but immediate boost to the immune system which can help reduce chances that a patient will develop 
serious complications. 
Since monoclonal antibodies are primarily given in infusion centers, not doctors’ offices, getting access isn’t 
always straightforward. And many doctors still aren’t very experienced with the treatment, however.  
treatments used for COVID-19 should be prescribed by your healthcare provider. People have been 
seriously harmed and even died after taking products not approved for COVID-19, even products approved 
or prescribed for other uses.  
The treatments for people infected with COVID-19 are for non-hospitalized adults and pediatric patients 
12 years of age and older who have a risk of getting severe COVID-19.  A patient who is sick should get the 
treatment as soon as possible after diagnosis and within 10 days of symptom onset. Studies show 
monoclonals don't seem to work when people are sicker and already in the hospital or on oxygen.   
Possible side effects are: Allergic reactions. Allergic reactions can happen during and after infusion or 
injection of REGEN-COV. Tell your healthcare provider right away or seek immediate medical attention if 
you get any of the following signs and symptoms of allergic reactions: fever, chills, nausea, headache, 
shortness of breath, low or high blood pressure, rapid or slow heart rate, chest discomfort or pain, 
weakness, confusion, feeling tired, wheezing, swelling of your lips, face, or throat, rash including hives, 
itching, muscle aches, feeling faint, dizziness and sweating. These reactions may be severe or life 
threatening. 

The U.S. government has bought doses of Regeneron’s monoclonal antibodies, which are free to patients 
who qualify. But depending on your insurance coverage, you may be charged for the cost of giving the 
treatment. 

Yavapai County reports 247 COVID-19 cases and 2 Deaths since Friday. The county has tested 137,130 
residents for COVID-19 and there have been 23,589 positive cases and 579 deaths since the beginning of 
the pandemic.   Yavapai Regional Medical Center reports 43 COVID-19 patients, VVMC reports 20, and the 
VA has 3 COVID-19 patients.  

If you are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 or what seems to be a bad cold, please get tested for 
COVID-19.  Testing sites:  https://yavapaiaz.gov/Portals/39/COVID-19/TestingSitesinYavapaiCounty.pdf.    
The best way to avoid getting infected is to get vaccinated.  The vaccines are safe, effective, and free.  
Check out: https://yavapaiaz.gov/chs/Home/COVID-19/COVID-19-Vaccine-Appointments or Call: 928-
771-3122 for appointments. Phone Bank for Assistance: 928-442-5103. Or www.vaccine.gov 
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