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Lower Goldwater 
Lake 

Preparations for Public Access 
 

 Since the creation of Lower Goldwater Lake in 

 1923 with the construction of the dam built to  

 retain water runoff to supply drinking water for 

 the growing community of Prescott, this little 

 gem has been closed to the public.  This was in 

 large part due to the liabilities associated with 

 the water treatment plant located below the 

 dam.  In the past couple of years Recreation  

 Services and the Public Works Departments have 

 been working to mitigate those liabilities and  

 beginning the process of planning to open the 

 lake to the general public.  In the coming 

 months we plan to engage a professional  

 engineer/architect to develop construction  

 drawings.  Pending City Council approval we 

 hope to begin construction in late 2019 and 

open to the public in 2020. Plans will include 

parking, fishing, restrooms, a large Ramada, and day use areas along with a 

trail system that will encircle and connect both lakes.  We are very excited for 

the opportunity to add this great amenity to the parks system that is a large 

contributor to the quality of life in this community while at the same time  

retaining the character of this spectacular property.             (Contributor:  Joe Baynes) 

 

Lower Goldwater Lake 
 

Although smaller than Upper Goldwater Lake, Lower Goldwater Lake 

is charming and gives one a sense of seclusion and peace.  Recently, it 

has been used mainly to store fish until they are large enough for 

fishing in the upper lake.  Occasionally water has been pumped to the 

upper lake to raise its water level.  Lower Goldwater has a maximum 

capacity of only 351 acre feet of water, much smaller than the 700 acre 

feet capacity of upper lake. 
 

(Photo Courtesy of:  Nancy Nesbit) 

 

 

Lower Goldwater Dam and Water 
Treatment Plant 

 

Lower Goldwater Dam was constructed in 

1923 (the upper dam was constructed in 

1932) as a surface water storage area and 

potable water treatment plant.  It is a 

concrete gravity dam with an integral 

spillway.  The dam is 508 feet long and 

72.15 feet high.  
 

The plant's building (yellow building back 

by dam) was demolished for safety and due 

to vandalism.  The water basin (foreground) 

have been filled in for safety reasons.  
 

(Photo Courtesy of Nancy Nesbit) 
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Wednesday, July 18, 2018, started out with beautiful 

skies, sunshine, and relatively low heat, although the 

humidity was a bit high.  Volunteer Rangers Jayne Vale 

and Nancy Nesbit were checking out the trail after some 

previous thunderstorms.  There was a downed tree and 

some ruts from previous rains.  On their way back they 

encountered Chris Hosking, Prescott Trails and Natural 

Parklands Coordinator, and Over the Hill Gang cleaning 

up after the storms.  That afternoon everything changed 

with a microburst thunderstorm affecting the south end 

of the Peavine Trail at the Sundog entrance.  The storm 

turned out to be a 200 year event depositing 3.14 inches 

of rain within half an hour in the area. 
 

With Wednesday a 'free parking' day, there were more 

visitors to the trail than usual.  With hot weather and high 

humidity in the afternoon there was only one known 

visitor on the trail when the storm hit.  He reportedly "ran 

for his life".  Thankfully no injuries were reported along 

the trail or in Watson Woods.   
 

(Contributors: Nancy Nesbit with Chris Hosking) 

 

 

The Trails 

 Peavine Microburst; Prescott Peavine 
National Recreational Trail  

 

Prescott Peavine National Recreational Trail  
 

  Length:  6 miles (Sundog Ranch Rd north to old railroad 
                 trestle)  
 

  Elevations:  5160' (Low) - 5220' (High) 
 

  Activities:  Walking, Jogging, Hiking, Bicycling,  
                     Horseback Riding, Birding 
 

  Access:  Sundog Ranch Rd. (off Prescott Lakes Parkway), 
            and Highway 89A (Pioneer Parkway) at Side Road.   
            $3.00 parking fee.  Free parking on Wednesdays. 
 

  There is also access from the Prescott Valley Iron King trailhead.    
  Peavine Trail also connects with Lakeshore Trail and Watson 
  Woods Riparian Preserve (at the Sundog Ranch Road parking 
  area.) 
 

 Trail maps are downloadable at the city website at:   
www.prescott-az.gov or www.prescotttrails.com 

 

Opening the Temporary Trail 
 

On Saturday, August 4, 2018 clean-up began.  With City 
agencies coming together along with the help of Over the 

Hill Gang, a temporary trail was completed and opened to 
the public on Friday, August 10, 2018.  (Photo above) 

 

Clean-up started by assessing the situation and cordoning 
off the dangerous areas. 

The Prescott Streets Department cleared the parking lot.  
Six inches of mud covered the parking lot, as well as the 

ramada and restrooms. 
Prescott Public Works sent over equipment and an 

operator to help build the temporary trail.  Over the Hill 
Gang also participated in the project. 

 

Repairing the Storm Damage 
 

On Monday August 6, 2018, the City of Prescott Public 
Works Department lent a helping hand and began 

repairing the damage to the trail done by the storm. 
 

With City departments and resources coming together, 
work was completed on August 24, 2018.   

 

(Top photo left) A track-hoe works on repairs of the old 
railroad bridge at the north end of the damaged area.  

Large boulders were place at the bottom of the bridge to 
stabilize it and help control water flow. 

 

(Bottom photo left) At the south end of the damaged area 
near the restrooms and ramada, work included bringing in 

more soil to fill in the twelve foot drop left by the storm.  
Grading and rebuilding of the damaged trail also began.  

The new trail dips down a bit and then rises up to the 
original level of the trail at the old railroad bridge.   

 

(Photos Courtesy of Nancy Nesbit) 
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Natural Parklands 

 Peavine Microburst; Watson Woods Riparian Preserve  

 

Watson Woods not only received a lot of rain, it also received several inches of sand, mud, and debris from 

the runoff along Peavine Trail, changing the landscape at several areas within the woods.  Water ran down 

Prescott Lakes Parkway down into Sundog Ranch Rd. and into the Peavine trailhead parking lot (Map #1).  It 

continued on past the ramada and 

restrooms (Map #3) and onto the trail.  The 

water retention basin (Map #2) overflowed 

adding water and debris near the ramada.  

The accumulation of water rose to the 

height of the trail, flowed over it and then 

back cut it taking out part of the trail to a 

depth of 12 feet (Map long arrow between 

#3 and #5).  Along with erosion, 

abutments to the old railroad bridge (Map 

#5) were blown out.  Although there will be 

repairs to the bridge and trail, Watson 

Woods will for the most part be left to 

revegetate naturally. 
 

 (Contributors: Nancy Nesbit with Chris Hosking) 

 

Effects on Watson Woods  
Riparian Preserve 

 

Watson Woods received the major run off from 
Peavine Trail and was affected with the deposit of 

several inches of sand in a several places.   
(Photo top right)  The water that ran north down from 

the collapsed trail ended up flowing under the old 
railroad bridge depositing sand near portions of 

Granite Creek and surrounding land area. 
(Photo bottom right)  A significant portion of sand was 
deposited in the woods from the 12 foot collapse near 

the ramada.  
(Photo below)  The main entrance to the woods just 

south of the ramada, on the west side of the trail, had 
to be closed due to the collapse of the bottom portion 

of the steps leading into the woods.  The woods 
remained accessible from Watson Lake and Discovery 

Trail access just north of the old railroad bridge.   
 

(Photos Courtesy of Nancy Nesbit)  

1. Parking Lot 

2. Retention Pond Area 

3. Ramada & Restrooms 

4. Watson Woods 

5. Old Railroad Bridge 
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Firewise Fuels Reduction projects are important to the City of Prescott to help suppress the outbreak of 

wildfires.  To help defray the cost, the City applies for federal funds from Washington D.C.  The grants 

are funded through Arizona State Forestry, and are known as a WFHF (Wildland Fire Hazardous Fuels) 

grants. 
 

The prescription is a 70% reduction in the fuel loading.  Grants are funded at 90%-10%.  The City 

pays10% and is reimbursed for the remaining 90% by the Arizona State Forestry Division.  A win, win for 

everyone, the City is getting good work done at minimal cost and making firewise improvements for the 

community.   
 

When grant opportunities become available, the City applies for them keeping in mind projects that will 

improve the safety of the community.  Criterial for the grants is very specific and graded by a committee 

then scored and awarded.  For years, the Recreation Services Department wanted to do 

fuels reduction at Heritage Park.  Though applied for, the grant was not approved.  After the completion  

                of work on several other projects, the Heritage 

                Park project was reapplied for and approved.  
 

                The Heritage Park project consists of 160 acres. 

                Funding that was received was from money not 

                used in 2013 and due to expire on July 31, 

                2018.  The money left only covered 50 acres. 

                The money wasn't received until June 16th, but 

                the City's six man crew worked hard and 

                completed the work by the deadline.  The City 

                has received confirmation from the State that  

                funding will be available for the remaining 110 

                acres but has not yet received a date. 
 

                    (Contributors: Nancy Nesbit with Kelly Tolbert and Marsha Collier) 

 

 

Heritage Park 
1497 Heritage Park Rd., Prescott, AZ 

 

Summer Hours 
(Memorial Day through Labor Day) 

7:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
 

Winter Hours 
7:00 a.m. - Sunset 

 

Free Parking 
 

Amenities Include: 
 

Multi-use Facility includes four sports fields 
(Closed December through Mid-January) 
Field reservations information available 

online. 
 

Restrooms and Playground 
 

Visit us online through the City website at: 
 www.prescott-az.gov 

Recreation & Events Tab, Parks 

The Parks & Lakes 

Firewise Fuels Reduction at Heritage Park  

 

Officially Heritage Park includes Heritage 
Park, Willow Lake Park, Heritage Park 

Zoo, and Granite Mountain Archery Range. 
 

 

(Top photo) Brush was abundant in portions 
of Heritage Park and a fire concern. 

(Middle photo) Once the brush was removed, 
not only is it more "firewise", the landscape 
is more open showing off the trees and depth 

of the park.  
 

(Bottom photos) The crew in action cutting 
down and removing brush. 

 

(Photos Courtesy of Marsha Collier) 
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In collaboration with the Yavapai County Community Health 

Department, and the Highlands Center for Natural History, the 

City of Prescott Recreation Services Department offers guided 

hikes biweekly throughout the year.  During the summer 

months, hikes begin at 7am and last one hour on Tuesdays and 

two hours on Thursdays. 
 

Hikes are graded on a 1-4 level of difficulty, with one being 

easiest and four being most difficult.  Hike leaders meet 

monthly to select which trails will make up the next month’s 

hike schedule. This process is not always easy, as there are 

many variables to consider.  For Tuesdays, too much drive time 

is discouraged because of the length of the hike itself and 

shady trails are preferable.  With a combined total of 550 miles 

of trail showcased by the Prescott National Forest and the City, 

one would think this would be quite simple.  However, the 

process takes much consideration.  Popular summer hikes are 

generally in the Goldwater Lake area of Senator Highway 

whereas winter hikes tend be in the more exposed areas such 

as Watson Lake or Pioneer Park. 
 

Wherever your hiking may lead you,  it 

is important to remember to be 

prepared for Arizona’s vast landscapes 

and environments.  Proper shoes, 

sunscreen, water, snacks, cell phone, 

insect repellant, hat and synthetic fiber 

clothing are all recommended.  If you or 

someone you know is interested in 

participating in a TrekAbout hike, the 

first hike is complimentary (to see if it 

is a good fit) and to enroll in the 

monthly email it is $18 annually and 

pro-rated at July 1 for $9.  For more 

information or to enroll, please visit:  
 

http://www.prescott-az.gov/

recreation-events/programs-special-

events/programs/trekabout-hiking-

club/ 
 

(Contributor:  Kelly Tolbert) 

Volunteers & Activities 
TrekAbout Hiking Club  

For information on TrekAbout, call (928) 777-1122, or visit the Prescott Recreation Services office in the  
Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center (Old Armory Building), at 824 E. Gurley St., Prescott, AZ 86301. 

Membership is $18.00 a year and a calendar of hikes is provided to members.   
There are two hikes per week, graded on a scale of one to four (with four being the most difficult.) 

Hikes are on Tuesdays (1 hour) and Thursdays (2 Hours) and begin at 7 a.m. in the summer and 8 a.m. in the winter. 
Hiking boots required, carry water and all dogs must be on a leash. 

TrekAbout hikes include trails all over the 

Prescott area. (Top photo) This winter the group 

hiked up Granite Mountain.  (Bottom photo) 

Pioneer Park was one of the City trails TrekAbout 

explored this year. 
 

(Photos Courtesy of Kelly Tolbert) 

http://www.prescott-az.gov/recreation-events/programs-special-events/programs/trekabout-hiking-club/
http://www.prescott-az.gov/recreation-events/programs-special-events/programs/trekabout-hiking-club/
http://www.prescott-az.gov/recreation-events/programs-special-events/programs/trekabout-hiking-club/
http://www.prescott-az.gov/recreation-events/programs-special-events/programs/trekabout-hiking-club/
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Fishing - Trout 

 

(Photo  Courtesy of Eric Befort)  
Shane Befort, son of  Recreation 

Services Department employee Eric 
Befort,  proudly displays the 20 inch 

trout he caught this year at 
Goldwater Lake. 

Spotlight On … Jason Rivera 
A native Arizonan, Jason was born in Florence, Arizona and grew 

up in Casa Grande and Tucson.  After school, he entered the 

Navy in 1996 and served a deployment in the Persian Golf.  He 

transitioned from the military into fire fighting in 2000.  After 14 

years with the Golder Ranch Fire District (North Tucson) he 

retired and moved to Prescott in 2013 to be close to his mother 

and found employment at the VA hospital.   
 

After seeing an ad for seasonal workers, Jason became employed 

with the Prescott Recreation Services Department in early 2017.  

Working during the summer would give him more time to pursue 

his passions for both oil painting and music.  A bass guitarist, he 

had previously filled in with a band (who was signed by Virgin 

Records) for four years while employed as a fire fighter.  He also 

plays the drums, saxophone and harmonica.  
 

Jason's time as a seasonal worker was short lived when he became a full time employee with the 

department in July 2017.  He works at the lakes three days a week from 4:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and two 

days from 2:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  An avid mountain biker, Jason really cares about the lakes and takes 

great pride in keeping the facilities clean.  He feels he's getting something in return.   
 

Jason has a son currently in the military who spent a year in North Korea and is now stationed in 

Okinawa, Japan.      

"Spotlight On" periodically features a different Recreation Services Department employee. 

Trout is one of the popular fish caught by local anglers.  Rainbow trout is 

stocked by the Arizona Fish and Game Department (AZGFD) in two of the 

city lakes, Goldwater and Watson.  The Gila trout was introduced into 

Goldwater lake in 2016.  Coming from one of AZGFD's hatcheries, they are 

introduced into the lakes when conditions, including water temperature, 

are right.  Fish stocking schedules and events are posted on the AZGFD 

website.  AZGFD also monitors lake conditions in the Prescott area and 

periodically "shocks" the lakes to count the numbers of fish, species, and 

health.  A popular past-time, fishing in Prescott is a year round activity. 
 

(Contributor: Nancy Nesbit) 

Visit the Arizona Game and Fish Department online at:  www.azgfd.com 

Fish Stocking Schedule:  www.azgfd.com/fishing/stockschedule/ 

Fishing Reports:  https://fishaz.azgfd.com/ 

Page Springs Hatchery:  https://dev-fishaz.pantheonsite.io/page-springs-

hatchery/ 
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Trout is stocked each year by 
AZGFD at both Goldwater and 
Watson Lakes, usually during the 
months of July, August, and 
September.  Page Springs Fish 
Hatchery is one of several 
facilities operated by the AZGFD 
and is open to the public daily.  
They are closed on Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.    
 

(Photos Courtesy of Nancy Nesbit)  

Jason Rivera 
Lakes Maintenance 
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Relationships 
Prescott National Forest Service and the City of Prescott  

For many years, the City of Prescott has had an informal relationship with the Prescott National Forest 

Service.  This relationship has evolved along with the increase of trails within the City's jurisdiction, since 

many City trails lead to forest trails.  The Prescott Circle Trail is the primary example of this.  The 56 mile 

trail system with 15 trailheads, circles the City of Prescott.   29 miles of this trail are within the Prescott 

National Forest and the remaining 26 miles within the City of Prescott's responsibility.  Most recently, the 

City and Forest Service worked together on the Badger Mountain Trail from City managed lands into the 

forest.  Another example is Goldwater Lake's Banning Creek Trail which has side access trails leading to 

forest trail no. 396 which is a leg of the Prescott Circle Trail.    
 

The goal for building the trail systems within the Prescott area is to connect as many trails as possible for 

a seamless system.  This requires cooperation between all parties, 

City, Federal, community trail groups, and volunteer groups such as 

Over the Hill Gang, as well as sharing resources.  In May 2017, the 

City of Prescott and the USDA, Prescott National Forest Service, 

entered into an agreement formally known as the Master Challenge 

Cost Share Agreement. Today, the Forest Service and City help each 

other out with people, tools, and machinery.   
 

Recreation Services Department Director, Joe Baynes stated, “We are 

very pleased to have a strong relationship with the Prescott National 

Forest.  Together we have the ability to do great things for the 

quality of life in our community while capitalizing on the economic 

benefits of visitation to this great area.”  
 

   (Contributors: Nancy Nesbit with Chris Hosking) 

 

From May 27th through May 30th, 2015, Prescott Recreation Services Department commemorated the opening of the 50 Mile 
Prescott Circle Trail by hosting a four day hike covering the entire trail.  On Day 2 (photos below), much of the hike was along trails in 

the Prescott National Forest.  Participants on that leg of the hike included National Forest Services personnel, past and present; Mike 
King (Retired, Forest Supervisor, Prescott National Forest), Teresa Chase (Forest Supervisor, Prescott National Forest), and Sarah 

Tomsky (Bradshaw District Ranger, Prescott National Forest. 
 

 

Prescott National Forest 
Website:  

 www.fs.usda.gove/prescott 
 

Bradshaw Ranger District Office: 
344 S. Cortez St. 

Prescott, AZ  86303 
Phone:  (928) 443-8000 

Hours:  Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Closed on Federal Holidays 

 
Maps and brochures for Prescott National 

Forest are available online or at 
most ranger stations, including the 

address listed above. 

(Photos courtesy of Sarah Tomsky) 
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Recreation Services Department 
Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center 

(Old Armory Building) 

824 E. Gurley St., Prescott, AZ  86301 

Telephone (928) 777-1122 

Visit us on the City website at:   

www.prescott-az.gov (Recreation & Events) 

This newsletter is a collaborative effort between City of Prescott employees and volunteers. 
Compilation and graphics provided by Nancy K. Nesbit, Volunteer Park Ranger. 

www.prescott-az.gov/recreation-events/recreation-services/about-recreation-services/ 
You can also pick up a copy at our office at the Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center. 

      Granite Mountain ArchersGranite Mountain ArchersGranite Mountain Archers   
  P.O. Box 11002, Prescott, AZ  86304 
  3755 Willow Creek Rd., Prescott, AZ 86301 
  For more information visit their website at: 
 Website:  www.granitemountainarchers.org 

Partnerships - Granite Mountain Archers 

Through the years, the City of Prescott has entered into agreements 

with several organizations to lease property for services which would 

be beyond department resources.  In 1980, the City entered into an 

agreement with the Granite Mountain Archers for use of property 

within Heritage Park.  The agreement has since been renewed every 

five years per the agreement. 
 

Organized in 1978, initial agreements with the City and Embry Riddle 

Aeronautical University resulted with the beginning of construction of 

their facility in 1979.  Getting off to a good start, in 1978 the club 

sponsored the National Field Archery championships, and have since 

been the home of several National Champions.  Today they hosts five 

to six shoots per year occurring from April through August.  The 

shoots have three ranges with 15 targets.  The range has targets from 

10 to 80 yards, and several 3-dimensional walking ranges. 
 

Averaging about 120 members.  Working members are responsible for 

maintenance of the facility.  The club also works with National Archery 

in the Schools to increase youth participation. 
 

(Contributors: Patti Colvin, San Stiver, and Nancy Nesbit.  Photos Courtesy of Granite Mountain Archery) 

 

The range is open to 
the public on Sundays 

in March - August 
and Thursdays from 

April - August 

 

Our Purpose 
 

 The purpose of the Granite Mountain  
 Archers “is to join together, in good 
 fellowship, dedicated archers of the quad 
 city area who are interested in 
 competitive archery and bow hunting, 
 and who are enthusiastic in their 
 support of organized archery.” Further, 
 the Club is interested in promoting 
 archery to all people that have an 
 interest in joining the fraternity of 
 archers. Our members have a 
 tremendous knowledge base and skill 
 level to help beginning archers become 
 “dedicated archers” for recreation, 
 competition or hunting. Our club is 
 affiliated with the National Field 
 Archery Association, the Arizona 
 Bowhunters & Field Archery 
 Association and affiliated clubs 
 throughout Arizona. This affiliation 
 provides members with a network of 
archery contacts and shoots held  
though-out the State.  


