




HISTORIC PRESERVATiON MAS-rER PLAN 


M.B. Hazeltine Residence, 202 
South Mt. Vernon Street (1903); 
Twentieth Century Transitional 

a significant impact on preservation in Arizona. Four previous projects from 
Prescott have won this award. 

Local Meetings with Community Groups 

The City, particularly the Preservation Specialist, meets regularly with vari
ous community groups to communicate and educate citizens about the his
tory of the area and how the preservation process works. These meetings 
help foster understanding of historic resources, help neighborhoods orga
nize districts, and assist property owners with upcoming projects. 

Sponsorship of Historic Preservation Month 

As the local sponsor of Historic Preservation Month, the Preservation Com
mission participates in conferences and presentations on historic issues, 
conducts a architectural identification contest in the newspaper, and spon
sors a bookmark contest with local schoolchildren based on a preservation 
theme. Many of these events are held at the Sharlot Hall Museum. 

State Educational Programs 

The SHPO sponsors a wide variety of activities related to historic preserva
tion. Among these include many conferences, workshops, public ,Iectures, 
and school programs. Two major projects undertaken each year are Ari
zona Archaeology Awareness Month and Heritage Preservation Month. 

Archaeology Awareness Month 

Arizona's Archaeology Awareness Month is a statewide network of over 
100 events and activities that offer opportunities for thousands of ~itizens to 
learn more about Arizona's ancient and historic cultures and the records 
they left behind. Events include site visits, workshops and lectures, hands
on activities for children and adults, and demonstrations of prehistoric and 
contemporary Native American crafts. 

Historic Preservation Month 

The SHPO also coordinates the observation of Heritage Preservation Month. 
This annual celebration, which is held in conjunction with National Historic 
Preservation Week, includes numerous statewide public programs and ac
tivities sponsored by preservation organizations, schools, state agencies, 
and communities, and culminates with the annual Governor's Awards for 
Historic Preservation. 

Site Steward Program 

This unique program, staffed by a statewide network of volunteers, is de
signed to discourage vandalism by promoting public awareness and ar
chaeological site monitoring. The SHPO works closely with the Arizona 
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Archaeology Advisory Commission, federal and state land managing agen
cies, Native American groups, and others in administering the Site Steward 
Program. 

1.4.11 Importance of City Lead in Preservation Issues 

The City of Prescott owns some historic resources, but is also responsible 
for most of the public infrastructure that serves all of the historic areas. This 
includes utilities, road repair and replacement, sidewalks, recreational fa
cilities, street furniture, and lighting. It is important that all aspects of our 
historic districts be maintained in a compatible manner that does not harm 
the character of the area. 

The City of Prescott should demonstrate leadership through preserving and 
rehabilitating publicly owned cultural resources and in the improvements 
and maintenance of infrastructure that services all resources. The City should 
consider the value of these resources in all projects involving their review 
and participation. Guidance is offered and should be requested from the 
Prescott Preservation Commission for any such project, even for those not 
currently in preservation districts. 

The City must recognize that it should act as a steward of historic resources 
in the community through the preservation of municipally owned property or 
facilities. Such recognition is necessary to add legitimacy to the preserva
tion program. The City will have only limited success in implementing the 
Master Plan if it does not take responsibility for the historic resources over 
which it has direct control. 

1.5 THE NEED FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN PRESCOTT 

1.5.1 Benefits and Obstacles 

Historic Preservation has many economic, quality-of-life, and educational 
benefits to local communities. This section discuss some of these benefits, 
as well as a discussion concerning some of the common obstacles found 
when dealing with preservation issues. 

Since local preservation districts usually contain development guidelines, 
the benefits of these historic districts must be clearly understood by all par
ties. Most importantly, property owners must fully understand what desig
nation will mean to them, since the use of their property may in some way 
be restricted (see Section 1.3 of this Master Plan for the differences be
tween local and National Register districts). 

1.5.2 Benefits of Historic Preservation 

Some of the benefits of Local Historic Preservation Districts include: 

R.E. Morrison Residence, 300 
South Marina Street (1902) ; 
Queen Anne Influence 
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Ed Block Residence, 239 South 
Cortez Street (1899); Classical 
Revival Influence 

BurmisterlStorey Residence, 109 
South Pleasant Street (1901); 
Victorian Melange 

Local Preservation Districts Protect the Investments of Owners and Resi
dents of Historic Properties 

Historic district designation encourages the purchase and rehabilitation of 
properties because the investment is better protected over a long period of 
time. Buyers will know that the aspects that make a particular area attrac
tive will be maintained. In fact, real estate agents often use historic district 
status as a marketing tool to sell properties. 

Local Preservation Districts Encourage Better Quality Design 

In general, historic districts contain a greater sense of cohesiveness, more 
innovative use of materials, and greater public appeal than areas without 
historic designations. As a result, our neighborhoods are strengthened. 

Local Preservation Districts Help the Environment 

Across America the neglect of the downtown has encouraged suburban 
sprawl and has resulted in the decentralization of cities. This wastes tax 
dollars through the construction of duplicative roads and other infrastruc
ture; adds to landfill problems; and makes us more auto-dependent, which 
contributes to pollution and congestion. 

Local Preservation Districts Provide Tangible Educational Benefits 

Historic districts provide a link to our common past. Districts help explain 
the development of Prescott and serve as a source of civic pride. They are 
a record of our community and those who were here before us. 

Local Preservation Districts Often Result in a Positive Economic Impact 
from Tourism 

Studies and surveys of tourists to Prescott indicate that the historic nature 
and "feel" of Prescott is its most enduring attraction. The retention of his
toric areas as a way to continue to attract tourist dollars to Prescott makes 
good economic sense. 

Local Preservation Districts Often Enhance Business Recruitment Poten
tial 

Vibrant commercial cores and attractive neighborhoods attract new busi
ness and quality industry. Companies of all sizes are always looking for 
areas that offer a high quality of life. The comfort found in a human scale 
environment, the desire to live and work in attractive surroundings, the 
emotional stability gained by maintaining a recognizable and walkable neigh
borhood, and the galvanizing effect of community based group action are 
all direct results of most local historic district efforts. 
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