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Stormwater Pollution Prevention
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Food Service Industry

The City of Prescott operates a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4), which means that the storm
sewer and sanitary sewer systems are separate. Prescott’s storm sewer system consists of primarily surface
drainage – streets, right-of-ways, gutters, ditches, swales, as well as other man-made and natural stormwater
conveyances. In Prescott, stormwater flows untreated into the nearest creek or lake. MS4s are regulated by
the Arizona Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (AzPDES) to reduce the discharge of pollutants from the
MS4 to protect the quality of local surface waters.
Waste or wash water generated by the food service industry often contains materials such as food wastes, litter, oil, grease,
detergents, and degreasers. These materials can degrade local waters when allowed to flow into a storm drain system.
By following the practices outlined in this fact sheet, your business can help prevent pollution and attract customers.

Fats, oils & grease clog sanitary sewer lines.

Collect cooking grease in a covered container.

Illegal disposal of mop water.

Outside washing flows to storm sewer system.

Dispose of wash water in a floor or utility sink.

Wash floor mats inside, draining to the sanitary sewer.

Public Works Dept.
433 N. Virginia St.
Prescott, AZ 86301
(928) 777-1140
Email: watershed.smart@prescott-az.gov
www.cityofprescott.net
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Best Management Practices (BMPs) that include proper handling, storage and disposal of materials can
prevent pollutants from entering the storm sewer system and protect our community’s surface waters.

Grease and Oil
• Never pour grease into sink
drain, storm drain or dumpster.
• Collect grease in designated
covered, leak-free bins.
• Schedule regular pick-ups with
a rendering service.
• Wipe up or scrap up grease spills.

Outside areas
• Sweep sidewalks, patios, parking
lots and all other paved areas
regularly.
• Do not hose down outside areas.
• Spot mop if needed; dispose
of wash water into indoor floor
drain or mop sink.

Dumpsters
• Keep dumpster lid closed.
• Keep dumpster area clean by
inspecting regularly and
sweeping up litter.
• Replace leaky dumpsters.
• Never place liquid waste or
leaky garbage bags into a
dumpster.

Wash Water
Use the least toxic cleaning
products available.
Pour mop or wash water into a
utility sink or down floor drains.
Never pour wash water outside.
Wash mats, kitchen hoods,filters
and garbage cans indoors.
Do not wash items in parking
lot, alley sidewalk or street that
drains to the storm water sewer.

Employee Training
• Post notices of appropriate
practices and train employees
on their use.
• Clearly label areas where
mat washing is and is not
permitted.
• Clearly label areas where wash
water may not be dumped.

Spills
• Use dry methods for spill cleanup.
• Use rags or absorbent materials
like kitty litter and dispose of in
the garbage.
• Do not hose down outside spills.

•
•
•
•
•

Note: An illicit discharge is an unlawful act of disposing, dumping, spilling, emitting or other discharge of any substance
other than stormwater into the storm sewer system. The City of Prescott 2007 Illegal Discharge and Connection
Stormwater Code (P.C.C. 16-5) regulates the contribution of pollutants to the storm sewer system for the
health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of Prescott. Violations of this code may be
Public Works Dept.
subject to penalties of not more than $2,500 per violation per day
433 N. Virginia St.
and may be punishable by incarceration.
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