
































CITY OF PRESCOTT. ARIZONA

¢ Yavapai County Courthouse (1916)

*  Sisters of Mercy Hospital (1925), 220 Grove

» U.S. Post Office (1932), 101 E. Goodwin

» Nixon/Bumpas Residence (1917), 937 Apache

« Various Bungalow and Revival Residences, Park Avenue and Country
Club

Summary

In retrospect Prescott’s territorial architecture developed as a consequence
of industrialization in the building industry, the use of stylistic models by way
of pattern books and periodicals, and improvements in transportation. From
a condition of isolation and self reliance the local building industry devel- * ~
oped into part of a nation-wide complex. Throughout each phase of new  John 7. Shull Residence, 223
development the town layout was respected as established at the city's  South Cortez Street (1881); Ter-
founding. Commercial buildings were concentrated around the Courthouse  ritorial Frame Cottage

Plaza; residences on tree-lined streets flanked the business core to the

east and west; and semi-public structures were scattered about the town.

This then is the architectural heritage of Prescott: a uniquely American

building tradition manifested in individual structures in a carefully ordered

settlement pattern.

The following is a brief outline of major architectural styles in Prescott from
1864 to 1940.

1.2.4 Architectural Styles of Prescott

The following selected descriptions of the architectural styles of Prescott
were derived from Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow: A Guide for Preserving Your
Prescott Home (University of Arizona, 1990). This reference includes more
detailed information on period building characteristics, regional occurrences,
and stylistic details and should be referenced for more information on these
styles.

Early Territorial (1864-1880)

Westemn Vernacular

Vernacular buildings by definition do not follow any particular architectural
style. Vernacular houses are often referred to as eclectic, meaning that
design elements are incorporated from various locations and times. Ver-
nacular houses are not designed by architects or craftsmen. The buildings
tend to be simple and straightforward with no ornamentation. This is be-
cause Vernacular houses served as the first permanent shelter for settlers.
Materials were readily available usually near the building site. Wood framed
buildings with clapboard siding were predominant in this era and were the
direct descendants of the earliest log buildings such as the Governor's
Mansion at the Sharlot Hall Museum. This form was logical for a location
like Prescott which had an abundance of available wood. Roofs were usu-

introduction and Overview [ +12






























CITY OF PRESCOTT. ARIZONA

based on state or local heritage significance. Today, nationally significant
properties comprise less than 10 percent of National Register listings.

Income producing properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places
may be eligible for a Federal tax incentive program which encourages reha-
bilitation of historic structures (See Tax Reform Act of 1976 and The Eco-
nomic Recovery Act of 1982). There are also state property tax reductions
available to non-income producing (owner-occupied residential) properties
listed in the National Register and commercial tax incentives for income
property. Information on these and other preservation incentives are briefly
outlined later in this chapter.

The steps for listing a property or district in the National Register of Historic
Places is summarized in the following table.

Table 1-3

Steps for Listing in the National Register of Historic Places

Step Action

Origination Any individual {such as the owner of a historic building);

group of people {(such as a neighborhood group); the Pres-
coit Preservation Commission, or local government,

Documentation Research of the property’s history, characteristics, condi-
tion, and historical value. Can be done by a property owner,
but is usually conducted by City staff, a consuitant, the
Commission, or SHPQO,

Submission & Review After review and approval by the Prescott Preservation
Commission and endorsement by the City Council, the
application is forwarded to the HSRC for their review, a
hearing, and forwarding to the National Park Service.
SHPO enters the property into the Arizona Register of His-
toric Places.

Approval Upon approval by the Mational Park Service, the property
is officially entered info the National Register of Historic
Places and the SHPO nofifies the preparer of the nomina-
tior.

Section 106

Named for Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 19686,
the Section 106 review process is an important mechanism for protecting
historic properties that are either listed in or eligible for listing in the National
Register and are affected by actions having some kind of federal involve-
ment. Although the Section 106 process has evolved since 1966, the basic
elements have remained. The key elements include the identification and

C.A. Sewall Residence, 220 North
Mt. Vernon Street (1893); Queen
Anne

Introduction and Overview

[ 292













CITY OF PRESCOTT, ARIZONA

ervation efforts are managed and maintained. Comprehensive in scope,
the Standards address a variety of treatments of historic properties, includ-
ing preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, and reconstruction (see Sec-
tion 1.1.3).

The Standards were initially developed to determine the appropriateness of
proposed project work on properties eligible for Historic Preservation Fund
grants. However, the use of the Standards have been expanded over the
years for a variety of conditions due to their completeness in dealing with
general preservation issues. In addition to being used by federal agencies,
they also are used widely by state and local officials in reviewing both fed-
eral and non-federal rehabilitation projects. The have also been adopted
by historic district and planning commissions across the country, including
the Arizona SHPO and the City of Prescott.

The intent of the Standards is to assist the long-term preservation of a
property’s significance through the preservation of historic materials and
features. The full Standards pertain to historic buildings of all materials,
construction types, sizes, and occupancies and encompass the exterior and
interior of the buildings. They also encompass related landscape features
and the building’s site and environment, as well as attached, adjacent, or
related new construction,

The following Standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects
in a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and technical
feasibility:

1 A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new
use that requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the
building and its site and environment.

2  The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.
The removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces
that characterize a property shall be avoided.

3  Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place,
and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development,
such as adding conjectural features or architectural elements from other
buildings, shall not be undertaken.

4 Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired
historic significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved.

5 Distinctive features, finishes, and construction technigues or examples
of craftsmanship that characterize a historic property shall be preserved.

6 Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.
Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinc-
tive feature, the new feature shall match the old in design, color, tex-

Amy Hill Residence, 144 South
Park Avenue {1806); Twentieth
Century Transitional
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1.4.9 Incentives for Historic Preservation

Most historic properties remain in private ownership; few properties are fed-
eral or state owned historic sites and an even smaller number are owned by
local governments. Most historic properties are preserved through the ef-
forts of private citizens or organizations. However, there are preservation
tools available to encourage preservation efforts. These tools, often called
incentives, are available to owners of historic properties in Prescott as out-
lined below. For both state and federal programs, the SHPO is responsible
for reviewing the eligibility of properties and construction documents to en-
sure their compliance with the SOI Standards for Rehabilitation.

There are numerous other incentive programs other than those listed here
which are used across the country to further historic preservation efforts.
Some of these are outlined in the Appendix. Additional recommended in-
centive programs for Prescott are identified in the Recommendations and
implementation section of this Master Plan.

Federal Incentive Programs

Historic Preservation Fund

To carry out the provisions of the 1966 Preservation Act, Congress estab-
lished the Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) from revenues generated by
oftshore oil drilling leases under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act. Each
state receives a share of funding from the HPF. All HPF monies must be
matched with non-federal monies by the state or, if the state chooses, to
pass the monies on to local governments or preservation organizations.

CLGs are eligible to apply for especially designated grants from their SHPO.
Per the NHPA, at least 10 percent of the annual HPF grant made to States
must be distributed among the CLGs. Prescott has been the recipient of
several HPF grants in the past, including the grant that is funding the prepa-
ration of this document.

The 1966 Preservation Act also sets aside a portion of the HPF for the
National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP). The NTHP was chartered
by Congress in 1949 as a charitable and educational not-for-profit organi-
zation. The NTHP is headquartered in Washington DC, and has seven
regional offices, whose staff provide technical assistance to local preserva-
tion efforts. The regional office for Arizona is located in San Francisco,
California.

Federal investment Tax Credit Program

The Federal Investment Tax Credit Program authorizes a 20 percent invest-
ment tax credit coupled with accelerated depreciation for substantial reha-
bilitation of income-producing properties that are listed in the National Reg-
ister.

First Congregational Church, 220
East Gurley Street (1904); Ro-
manesque Revival
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