
 
WHY IS CONNECTION TO SEWER 

IMPORTANT? 

• Reclaimed water is an important part of the 

City’s water portfolio. 
 

• Surface and ground water quality can be 

improved and protected. 
 

• Ensure city investments are worthwhile. 



Blue points = water connections 

 

Yellow points = water connections 

without sewer 



WATER QUALITY 

ADEQ continues to pursue projects that remove sources 

rather than treat their symptoms.  

…potential sources of pollution were identified as: aging and 

degraded municipal sewer infrastructure; failing or ill-maintained 

septic systems…  

Septic System 

Pollutants 

 
 

•Nitrogen 

•Phosphorous 

 

•E. Coli     

 

 

•Ammonia  
(Willow Creek Reservoir) 



 





 



SEPTIC SYSTEM IMPACTS   
 SEPTIC DISCHARGES A LOAD OF 19 LBS/YR OF NITRATE 

   

 

 

Watson Lake TMDL, “Permittees can demonstrate compliance with the WLA by 

either direct sampling of outfall discharges or demonstration that best 

management practices quantitatively reduce the discharge of pollutants”  

Ownership Watershed 

Area (%) 

Waste Load 

Allocation TN 

(lbs/day) 

Unallocated WLA 0.80 

City of Prescott 17.56 5.66 

Yavapai County 10 1.42 

Total WLA 49 7.88 
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TOOLS 

 

 

 

 

CE-QUAL-W2 models basic 

eutrophication processes such as 

temperature-nutrient-algae-

dissolved oxygen-organic matter 

and sediment relationships. 

For quantifying pollutant reduction benefits 



SUMMARY 

This is an important environmental issue: 

• Improves the health of creeks, lakes, and aquifers. 

• Extends the life of City investments in clean water. 

• Helps meet ADEQ & Clean Water Act obligations. 

• Improves the Quality of Life for residents and 

visitors to our Creeks and Lakes.  

 


