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    In 2017 and 2018 the fireworks portion of the 

    4
th

 of July celebration event being held in 

    downtown Prescott were cancelled due to fire 

    conditions.  This led to the formation of a 

    committee made up of a City Council member,  

    a Recreation Services Advisory Board member, 

    a representative from the Prescott Downtown 

    Partnership, and the Chamber of Commerce, 

    along with City staff to look for other options  

    for a venue to host this event.  Watson Lake  

    was identified as the best option due to its  

    location, scenic qualities and its ability to  

    provide a safe fallout zone by shooting the  

    fireworks over the lake. The event promoter  

    will be using a barge set in the middle of the 

    lake to remotely set off the fireworks. 
 

In partnership with our contractor, Eagle Events and Management LLC, the  

City of Prescott is excited to offer a 4
th

 of July fireworks event at Watson  

Lake for 2019.  Watson Lake will provide an excellent backdrop for the  

show while allowing for larger mortar size displays that will make it more  

visible for Prescott residents who would like to view the show from theirs or  

a friend’s home.  If you should choose to join us at the Lake the gates will 

open at 1:00 p.m. with the fireworks show starting at approximately 9:00 p.m.  

You will find plenty of things to do with a family friendly focus.  In addition to 

the fireworks show you will find live music, food vendors, ten water slides,  

five inflatables as well as a beer garden and hydration stations.  For more  

information go to http://prescottevents.net/prescott-downtown-fireworks/.   

A free bus shuttle will be provided from Pioneer Park and parking at the lake 

is expected to fill up quickly.  We hope you will come and join us for this  

great event.                                                                                                   (Contributor: Joe Baynes) 

 

Watson Lake 
(Photo Courtesy of Nancy Nesbit) 

4th of July Celebration 
at Watson Lake 

http://prescottevents.net/prescott-downtown-fireworks/
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The Parks & Lakes 
Watson Dam Repairs Finished 

The south dock at Watson Lake was closed during the month of 

April 2019 for the final work, Phase II, on the repairs to the dam at 

Watson Lake.  The repairs made, brought the dam up to current 

standards and will extend the life of the 99 year old dam into the 

foreseeable future.   
 

The final phase included clearing out sediment from the lower 48” 

valve and filling it with concrete to seal the abandoned valve.  Old 

pipes were cut out and new ones installed.  A steel platform was 

installed on the “dry side” of the dam (photo left), completing the 

job of closing the slide gate on the 36” operable upper valve which 

was replaced and controls water discharges for Watson Lake.  The 

installation of a new sleeve into the dam with a flange was also 

done. 
 

Because the 36” leaky valve was rehabilitated, the repairs made to 

Watson Lake’s dam will help the City to safely drain water for 

downstream management and maintain the water level at the lake. 

 

An overview of the complete project was reported in the 2018 Spring Newsletter. 
 

(Contributor: Nancy Nesbit) 

 

  (Top left photo) Phase II included the construction of a steel platform and cage to  

  safely facilitate future work on the dam. 

  (Photo above) The barge and equipment in front of the dame during Phase I. 

  (Photo below) A view of the equipment on the barge from behind the dam during 

  Phase II. 

 

WATSON LAKE 
 

Summer Hours 
(April 1st through September 29th) 

6:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
 

Winter Hours 
7:00 a.m. - Sunset 

 

PARKING FEE $3.00 
(Goldwater, Watson & Willow Lakes & Peavine) 

One Day Pass Good At All Four Locations. 
Parking is free on Wednesdays. 

 

Amenities 
 

Two Boat Launches - Fishing Dock  
Picnic Ramadas - Ceremonial Pad 

Playground - Restrooms 
Picnic Tables with BBQs - Large Turf Area 

Horseshoe Pits - Bocce Ball 
Disc Golf Course - Hiking Trails 

Two Campgrounds with showers 
(Campgrounds are open during the summer season.  

Maximum stay is three nights and the campgrounds are 
closed from Tuesday at noon through Thursday at noon.  

Day camping is not allowed.) 
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Trails & Natural Parklands 

Closed Portion of Centennial Trail Reopens 
 

Due to new development in the area, about a third of Centennial Trail was closed in November 2018.  The 

closure was located in the middle third of the trail near the Kile Street trailhead and was due to blasting 

and deep trenching for a new sewer line.  Because of the blasting, a portion of the trail needed to be 

slightly rerouted.  On Monday, May 13, 2019, Over the Hill Gang (See OHG on page 6) finished working on 

the trail by rerouting the portion affected by the blasting and doing some final maintenance.  The trail 

and Kile Street trailhead are once again open to the public. 

 

Originally opened in 2012, Centennial Trail celebrates Arizona’s 100th year of statehood.  The trail was 

made possible after an open space land purchase of 30 acres in the fall of 2011.  An in-town trail, the 

southeast end of Centennial offers hikers sweeping views of the city including the Rodeo Grounds, Thumb 

Butte, and Granite Mountain.  Although in-town, the trail is tranquil and meanders through shrub oak, 

pine trees,  boulders, and canyons.  Petroglyphs can be spotted on some of the boulders.  

 

Popular among 

Prescott area and 

neighborhood 

residents, the 

trail is at times 

challenging and 

rated at a level 

2.5 (on a scale of 

one to four). 
 

(Contributors: Nancy 
Nesbit with Chris 
Hosking) 

 Length:  2.0 mile out-and-back in either direction. 
                (A loop can be created by taking adjacent streets.) 
 Elevations:  5447' (Low) - 55729' (High) 
 Activities:  Hiking, Bicycling 
 Access:  1301 Kile Street, Prescott (Free Parking) 
               1300 Westridge Drive, Prescott (Free Parking) 
               Neighborhood Access on Enchanted Canyon 
 

 This and other trail maps are downloadable at:   
www.prescotttrails.com or 

www.presott-az.gov/recreation-events/recreation-areas/trails/ 

On May 13, 2019 Over the Hill Gang (photos above and below) 
completed the maintenance and rerouting of a small portion of 

Centennial Trail.  The center third of the trail near the Kile Street 
trailhead which was closed but is now open. 

 

(Photos courtesy of Nancy Nesbit) 
 

(Above left-file photo) Petroglyphs on the boulders along the trail. 
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 Sports Page 
City of Prescott Pickleball Thriving for Residents 

The City of Prescott and the Prescott Pickleball Association (PPA) is in full stride.  With eight courts 

completed and four more under construction, the Prescott Pickleball community is enjoying their state of 

the art complex at the Pioneer Park Sports Complex with a variety of activities, tournaments and PPA 

events.  The City of Prescott, in partnership with the Prescott Pickleball Association, include over 250 PPA 

members participating in beginner, intermediate, and advanced level programs hosted by this outstanding 

association. 
 

The PPA board has worked tirelessly to put together an excellent website, to give our surrounding 

residents the opportunity to become part of their growing membership and enjoy the many activities 

offered through their club.  Among the many activities offered through the PPA are lessons and clinics, 

round robin matches, friendly, and competitive tournaments and social events at local restaurants, coffee 

shops, and at the courts.  The courts are open from dawn ‘til dusk, seven days a week for all to enjoy. 
 

Pickleball can be played in a variety of levels, ages, and abilities, and is becoming one of the fastest 

growing sports in America.  Prescott is not holding back in developing a complex to satisfy the ever 

increasing number of players in our community.  The “four more” campaign is in full force and 

construction has begun on the additional courts to complete the twelve court complex this summer. 

Along with the growth in popularity, the number of courts in Prescott will also bring larger tournaments to 

our City.  The City has hosted tournaments on the eight courts with over 200 individuals coming from all 

over the country to play in 2018.  The addition of four more courts to the venue will increase the number 

of tournament entries to the annual events.  The PPA is preparing for their largest tournament in 

September 2019 and will be shooting for nationally recognized sanctioned tournaments in the future with 

the new twelve court complex. 
 

The City of Prescott is proud of this addition to the Pioneer Park Sports Complex which also includes a  

         state of the art playground, roller hockey rink, multi use four 

         field complex, two baseball fields and multi use trails at 

         Brownlow.  The amenities at the complex serve not only the 

         residents in Prescott, but multiple sports tournaments and 

         racing events that bring an estimated $2.5 million of 

         economic impact to our community. 
 

           (Contributor: Rick Hormann) 

 

Contact Information 
 

To enter City teams or leagues 
telephone (928) 777-1557  or 

email: rick.hormann@prescott-az.gov 
 

Our calendar of sporting events is available 
at our Parks and Recreation Department 

office located at the  
Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center 

824 E. Gurley St. 
Prescott, AZ 86301 

Telephone:  (928) 777-1122 
 

Visit us on the City's website at:  
www.prescott-az.gov 

(Recreation and Events tab, under 
Programs and Special Events, Sports) 

 

 If you would like to become a member of the  
          Prescott Pickleball Association 
             and come enjoy this fun sport, 
              visit their website at: 
             www.prescottpickleball.com 
           or contact the City of Prescott  
Recreation Supervisor at (928) 777-1557. 

(Photo left)  Pickleball at 
Pioneer Park. 
 

(Photo below) A rendering of 
the Pickleball 12 court  
complex at Pioneer Park. 
 

(Photos courtesy of: Prescott Pickleball 
Association) 
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(Photos courtesy of Over the Hill Gang) 
 

Maintenance issues include keeping the bridges along the trails in good condition.   
(Above left) Over the Hill Gang members pose on the bridge they repaired along the Greenways Trail 
System over Miller Creek on April 25, 2019.  (Above right) On October 30, 2018 a bridge at Goldwater 

Lake in need of major repairs was tended to.   

 

 Our Activities and Volunteers 

 

The Over The Hill Gang works two mornings a week, Mondays and Fridays.  Wednesdays are devoted to special projects.  Each session is three 
hours long.  Depending on whether they can use trail building machinery in a specific terrain, they complete 10 to 20 miles of trail each year.  

All ages are welcome.  The size and scope of our trail system is in large part due to the hard work of volunteers who contribute to our city and 
the Prescott area in general. 

To volunteer for Over the Hill Gang visit the Prescott Trails website at: www.prescotttrails.com (Click on the link; Become a Trail Volunteer) 
To report trail issues visit the Prescott Trails website at: www.prescotttrails.com (Click on the link; Report Trail Issues) 

(Contributors: Nancy Nesbit with George Sheats, Volunteer Coordinator - OHG) 

Over The Hill Gang (OHG) 
 

Over the Hill Gang (OHG) has been busier than ever building and maintaining Prescott area trails over the past year.   

Working on both City and Prescott area trails, construction of trails included 6.4 miles of the new Storm Trails in North 

Storm Ranch off of, and on the east side of, Peavine Trail.  The Storm Trails were included in the Whiskey Basin Circle Trail 

Run with a 10K and half marathon in April 2019. They also contributed, along with PMBA (Prescott Mountain Bike Alliance)  

28 miles of trail in Spence Basin off Iron Springs to Thumb Butte.  It was incorporated into the Whiskey Off Road Mountain 

Bike Races also held in April 2019.   
 

Over the Hill Gang spends about half of their time on repairs and upgrades to existing trails.  A couple of times each year 

safety inspection of the trails are done to determine what repairs need to be done.  Safety hazards include concerns such 

as drainage issues, loose boulders, roots growing into the trails, as well as branches and trees obstructing trails.  Branches 

hanging over the trails create sight line problems, especially around corners.  At a minimum, brushing on the trail corridor 

is two arm lengths wide, approximately six feet, for visibility and so vegetation does not obstruct trails.  Maintenance 

issues are not only identified by OHG and Recreation Services Department personnel, Volunteer Park Rangers and hikers 

also report trail maintenance issues.  The Prescott Trails website (listed below) has a link for reporting problems on all 

Prescott area trails.  The problems are identified and referred to the proper authority. 
 

Special, and sometimes unexpected, projects often come up.  On July 18, 2018 a microburst thunderstorm hit a portion of 

Prescott including a 12 to 20 foot deep collapse along a significant portion of Peavine Trail.  Over the Hill Gang sprung into 

action with Prescott Recreations Services Department and Prescott Street Department to repair the damage.  With a lot of 

hard work the trail repairs were completed on August 24, 2018.  
 

An independent group, Over the Hill Gang coordinates their 

work with the various responsible land managers including 

Prescott Recreation Services.  In the past 10 years, OHG has 

constructed 75 miles of City trails and a similar amount in the 

Forest Service.  Because well designed trails require minimal 

maintenance, inspection and repairs  are mainly covered by 

volunteers keeping costs to the City minimal. 

2018 Major  
Trail Inspections 

 

Centennial Trails 
 

Constellation Trails 
 

Dells Trails  
at Granite Dells Estates 

 

Flume 
 

Greenways Trails System 
(Always ongoing) 

 

Hassayampa 
(Butte Creek and Aspen Trails) 

 

Peavine 
(A few times each year) 

 

Prescott Lakes Trails 
 

Sundog Portion of 
Prescott Circle Trail 

 

Turley Trails 
 

Yavapai Hills 
Community Trails 

 

(Photo right) Construction of the Storm 
Trails included hard work such as 
using feathers and wedges to split 

boulders which were then move out of 
the way to clear the trail. 
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Fishing Report 
Watson Lake was stocked from 

October through February with 

Rainbow trout.  Trout stocking 

will resume in October.   

Goldwater Lake was stocked 

with nearly 3,000 catchable 

size Native Gila Trout and over 

3,000 more sub-catchable size 

fish.  These stockings occurred 

in May, June, September,  

October and November 2018.  

Goldwater was stocked with 

Rainbow trout every month of 

the year except January.  
 

(Contributor: Matt Chniel, Fisheries Program Man-
ager, Arizona Game and Fish Department) 

(Photo Courtesy of Cassandra Smith) 

A young angler proudly shows his first fish.   
                  

(Photo Courtesy of Eric Smith) 

Anglers patiently await catching a trout. 

.   

 

Spotlight On … Larry Stephens 
 

 Raised in Glendale, Arizona, Larry Stephens moved to 

 Prescott ten years ago.  He has worked for the Prescott 

 Recreation Services Department for seven years and 

 started with the Community Service Program.  In January 

 2019 he was promoted to his current position as 

 Maintenance Supervisor for Lakes, Landscaping and the 

 Community Service Program.  Larry likes being a part of 

 the City of Prescott.  With his involvement in the 

 Recreation Services Department he feels that he is 

 contributing to make Prescott a better place for residents 

 and visitors. 
 

 Larry spent six years with the U.S. Air Force where he was 

 a Crew Chief on the A10 jet.  He was also a Flight 

Simulator Engineer on the F4E.  After the Air Force, his life 

career was spent working on both commercial and military flight simulators. 
 

Married with three children and five grandchildren, Larry's hobbies include 

hiking, golfing, and playing the drums. He enjoys working with the guys and 

beating them at ping-pong and bowling.  He states that they have a good crew 

and enjoys their comradery. 
 

 

"Spotlight On" periodically features a different Recreation Services Department employee. 

Larry Stephens 
Maintenance Supervisor 

Lakes, Landscaping,  
Community Service. 

 

  2019 Summer Trout Stocking Schedule, weeks of: 

           July                August    September 

       Goldwater Lake:      8, 22         19                      16 
 

  The trout stocking schedule dates listed represent the Monday of the week the stocking will occur. 

These schedules are tentative and subject to change due to weather conditions at the sites. 

Consult the Weekly Fishing Report before you go at:  www.azgfd.net/artman/publish/FishingReport/ 

For information on licenses and general information on fishing and 

hunting visit the Arizona Game and Fish Department main website 

at:  www.azgfd.com 
 

For information on fishing in Prescott and Prescott Valley visit the 

AGFD website at: 

http://www.azgfd.gov/h_f/fishPrescott.shtml  

(Photos courtesy of AZGFD website) 
 

This 23 inch, 5.12 pound Gila Trout  
was caught at Goldwater Lake  

by Avondale, AZ resident  
David Worsham on June 2, 2018 

AZGFD creel studies on Sunday, April 28, 
2019 showed anglers were catching lots 
of Rainbow Trout at Goldwater Lake. 

Larry is also participating 
with his coworkers in the 

City's new kickball league.  
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Responsibilities - Landscaping 
Duties Grow As Well As Acreage 

In the past couple of years landscaping within the City, as well as the parks, has increased with over 27 

acres of new responsibility.  Maintenance of the new roundabout along State Highway 89 at the Phippen 

Museum is now the responsibility of the Recreation Services Department landscapers.  Street improvements 

downtown also enter into the picture.  The new landscaping along North Alarcon Street was also turned 

over to the Department recently.  Another roundabout along State Highway 89 located at Antelope Hills 

Golf Course and street improvements on South Cortez Street, between Carleton and Aubrey streets, are 

both now under construction.  Although the construction is contracted out, it is supervised by Prescott 

Landscape Coordinator Josh Olson.  The contracted landscaper maintains these area for a couple of years.  

Once the warranty period has expired, they are turned over to the Department for maintenance. 
 

Additional new duties also include Antelope Hills Golf Course and special projects at the lakes.  Golf course 

duties that have been added include landscaping around the Club House and Centennial Center.  Added 

installation and beautification; updating the landscaping at the lakes is well underway with special projects.  

At Goldwater Lake some tree removal has taken place.  A new split rail fence was also added at the Kiosk.  

New improvements to the entrance at Watson Lake are well underway.  An additional lane is being added  

at the kiosk to help traffic flow.  The split rail fencing will be updated and there will be fresh  

landscaping for a whole new look.  Other new projects for the lakes are anticipated in the next year or two. 
 

(Contributors: Nancy Nesbit with Josh Olson) 

(Photos courtesy of Nancy Nesbit) 
 

(Photo Left)  Landscape improvements along Alarcon Street. 
 

(Photo Below) The new roundabout along State Highway 89 located 
between the Phippen Museum and Constellation Trails. 

 

The Landscape Department within 
Recreation Services consists of two 
employees, Landscape Coordinator 
Josh Olson and Zach  McClintock. 

 

Born and raised in Prescott, Josh has 
been a landscaper for 26 years.  He 
signed on with the City 2-1/2 years 

ago and assumed his current position 
as Landscape Coordinator. 

 

Raised in Prescott, Zach signed on as 
a seasonal preparing ballfields.  He 
was promoted to landscaper after a 

couple of seasons.  Josh Olson 
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Recreation Services Department 
Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center 

(Old Armory Building) 
824 E. Gurley St., Prescott, AZ  86301 

Telephone (928) 777-1122 
Visit us on the City website at:   

www.prescott-az.gov (Recreation & Events) 

This newsletter is a collaborative effort between City of Prescott employees and volunteers. 
Compilation and graphics provided by Nancy K. Nesbit, Volunteer Park Ranger. 

This newsletter is available on line at:   
www.prescott-az.gov/recreation-events/recreation-services/about-recreation-services/ 
You can also pick up a copy at our office at the Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center. 

Antelope Hills Golf Course 

 

Antelope Hills Golf Course offers 36 holes of championship golf, a chipping green, putting green, bunkers, 

grass practice tee, and stalls.  Located in the clubhouse is a pro shop and restaurant, Manzanita Grill. 

Also located on the grounds is Centennial Center, a banquet facility. 
 

Antelope Hills Golf Course, 1 Perkins Dr., Prescott, AZ 86301, Phone: (928) 776-7888 

For information on fees, hours, and services, give us a call or visit our website at:  www.antelopehillsgolf.com  
 

Book a Tee Time 
There are three ways to book a tee time at Antelope Hills, in person, by phone, or online. 

The lowest golf rates are always available online.  Walk up or phone reservations are subject to higher  

prices than those posted online. 
 

Academy 
Junior Golf Program – This program is designed for kids (boys and girls) ages eight to 16 and consists of five lessons.   

Students may register for any or all sessions , but students are expected to attend the entire session. 

The cost is $50 per student for five classes of 1-1/2 hours each.  Any questions, call Mack McCarley at (801) 915-8391. 
 

FUNdamentals Golf Program - This program will equip the junior with the knowledge and ability to play golf in a  

courteous, fast, and safe manner, no matter what their golf skills may be.  The instructor(s) will escort, instruct, demonstrate, 

and role play with the juniors from arrival at the golf course to checking in for play, to playing golf, to completion of play. 

The program costs $10 and should take 2-3 hours to complete with the Certification and FUNdamental Golf Program Card  

distributed after the instruction.  For times and registration, contact the golf shop at (928) 776-7888. 
 

Manzanita Grill 
Direct phone for more information and reservations:  (928) 777-1879 

Manzanita Grill offers a full service restaurant and bar for golfers and non-golfers alike.  Special offerings include: 

All you can Prime Rib Buffet, every Saturday (4 p.m. to 8 p.m.)  -  Seafood Buffet, every Friday (11a.m to 8 p.m.)  

 

Centennial Center 
Formerly known as the North Clubhouse, the recently remodeled Centennial Center is an ideal venue for 

 weddings and banquets.  Overlooking the golf course, this facility accommodates a capacity of 150. 

A complete selection of banquet foods and beverages are available from there professional staff. 

A/V equipment is available, making it the perfect meeting facility in Prescott. 

For information simply fill out the Weddings and Banquets form online. 


