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Welcome to WaterSmart: Drop by Drop! This 
interactive education series is brought to you by the City of Prescott.  An 
informed community can make better short-term and long-term decisions 
concerning our water supply. Let's discuss water one drop at a time!

WaterSmart 
Factsheet Summary:

• The State of Arizona’s 
Groundwater Management 
Code (Act) has been in 
effect since 1980.  It is 
codified in A.R.S. Title 45.   
It created ADWR.

• ADWR works to secure 
long-term dependable 
water supplies for Arizona’s 
communities.

• ADWR enforces regulatory 
requirements across the 
state including in the state-
defined Prescott Active 
Management Area.
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STATE OF ARIZONA
Water Management

Join us at 
noon on the 

3rd Wednesday 
every month 

at the Prescott 
Public Library.  

Who is ADWR? What do they do?
Do you know how water 
supplies in the State of Arizona 
are managed?  Let’s begin with 
some history starting in 1980, 
and work forward.

To address groundwater 
depletion in the state's most 
populous areas, the state legislature adopted the Groundwater Management Code in 
1980, and created the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) to implement 
it. The goal of the Code is twofold: 1) to control severe groundwater depletion, and 
2) to provide the means for allocating Arizona's limited groundwater resources to 
most effectively meet the state's changing water needs. This effort to manage Arizona's 
groundwater resources was so progressive that in 1986, the Code was named one of 
the ten most innovative programs in state and local government by the Ford Foundation 
and Harvard University. When granting the award, it was noted that no other state 
had attempted to manage its water resources so comprehensively. Arizona implemented 
policy and has maintained the practice of water resource management from the 1980’s 
to today. 

ADWR’s management responsibilities are vast.  They are codified in Arizona Revised 
Statute (A.R.S.) Title 45, Arizona Administrative Code Title 15, and within the Agency’s 
own substantiate policy statements.   See the summary below:

Arizona Department of Water Resources
	Administers and enforces Arizona’s groundwater code, and 

surface water rights (except those related to water quality)

	Negotiates with external political entities to protect 
Arizona’s Colorado River water supply

	Oversees the use of surface and groundwater resources 
under state jurisdiction

	Represents Arizona in discussion of water rights with the 
federal government
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State of Arizona Water Management

Did you know that A.R.S. 
Title 45 - Waters is organized 
into sixteen (16) chapters? The 
City of Prescott, neighboring 
municipalities (Towns of Chino 
Valley, Dewey-Humboldt, and 
Prescott Valley), and portions of 
unincorporated Yavapai County 
are all within the Prescott Active 
Management Area (AMA), and 
are subject to certain Chapters in 
Title 45.  Currently, the City 
is predominately regulated 
by the Chapters highlighted 
in yellow.

Be WaterSmart!

How does ADWR regulate the City of Prescott?  Here are a few examples below.
	Annual Water Withdrawal and Use Reporting

Each year the City must complete ADWR’s report requirements which include documenting the City’s 
groundwater pumping, deliveries, and uses.  This includes the recharge and recovery of surface water and 
reclaimed water supplies.  The City must also complete Assured Water Supply reports to document the new 
homes on groundwater or renewable supplies “alternative water”. 

	Gallons Per Capita per Day (GPCD)
Based on the City’s annual report, ADWR calculates the community’s GPCD.  This is a measurement to 
gauge how the City and the community is achieving improved water efficiency.  For the City, the State also 
verfies the system's lost and unaccounted for water.  This is water that could have been lost due to water line 
breaks or other uses that are not billed.

	Drought Plan
In 2005, the Community Water System legislation passed setting forth A.R.S. Title 45-342 (Community Water 
Systems and the regulation thereof).  Since the City is a Designated Provider of Assured Water Supplies, and 
the majority of reporting is already addressed in the annual report previously mentioned, it must only file one 
of the three required reports, which is a Drought Plan.  This Plan is submitted every five years.

	Decadal Prescott AMA Management Plans
State law requires that ADWR formulate management plans for each AMA.  The Prescott AMA’s Fourth 
Management Plan went into effect January 1, 2017, and superseded previous plans.  Each plan reviews the  
AMA's available supplies and usage setting forth the increased conservation measures. 

Chapter 1 
Administration and 
General Provisions

Chapter 2
Groundwater 
Code

Chapter 3
Underground 
Storage Savings, and 
Replenishment

Chapter 4 
Water Exchanges

Chapter 5 
Not in Use

Chapter 6 
Dams and 
Reservoirs

Chapter 7 
Interstate Streams

Chapter 8 
Flood Control

Chapter 9 
Weather Control 
and Cloud 
Modification

Chapter 10 
State Water and 
Power Plan

Chapter 11 
County Water 
Augmentation 
Authority

Chapter 12 
Arizona Water 
Protection Fund

Chapter 13  
County Water 
Authority

Chapter 14  
Arizona Water 
Banking Authority

Chapter 15  
Gila River Indian 
Community Water 
Settlement Program

Chapter 16  
Tohono 
O’odham Water 
Settlement 
Program

If you would like more information on these or 
other topics they are located at www.azwater.gov.


