
 

 
 

Office of the City Manager 
     

201 S. Cortez Street 
Prescott, AZ 86303 

(928) 777-1380 
        

 
 
August 30, 2018 
 
Brian Buttazoni, Planning & Environmental Specialist 
BLM, Phoenix District Office 
21605 N. 7th Avenue 
Phoenix, Arizona 85027 
 
 
Dear Mr. Buttazoni:  
 
On behalf of the Mayor and Council of the City of Prescott and as part of the open comment period I have 
attached the letter that the city submitted in July 2017 reflecting the concerns of the council at that time. 
Also attached is an excerpt of minutes from the City Council meeting on August 28, 2018 regarding the 
current council’s position on the mine.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Michael Lamar 
City Manager 



 
    

 
Office of the Mayor 

     
Harry B. Oberg, Mayor 
201 South Cortez Street 
Prescott, Arizona 86303 

928-777-1270 
harry.oberg@prescott-az.gov 

  
July 26, 2017 
 
Shelby Cave 
BLM Hassayampa Field Office 
21605 N. 7th Avenue  
Phoenix, AZ 85027 
 
Dear Ms. Cave: 
 
On behalf of the City of Prescott, I am contacting you to voice the City’s concerns regarding the 
Kirkland Mine Project; as such, the City’s primary concerns are as follows: 
 

1) The heavy truck traffic associated with this project will exacerbate existing traffic and 
public safety issues at/around Abia Judd Elementary School and Granite Mountain 
School (at/around the intersection of Iron Springs and Williamson Valley Roads). 

2) The influx of heavy truck traffic will place an additional enforcement burden on Prescott 
Police Department’s already spread thin Traffic Division; and beyond the obvious 
speeding and congestions concerns, there is also the potential for dust issues with 
improperly covered loads.   

3) The public health issues related to dust from both hauling and product production.  
4) The number of trucks and their heavy loads will take their toll on the City’s aged road 

system. 
 
In sum, we (at the City) certainly understand and support regional commerce but the negative 
externalities associated with this prospective project are too numerous and impactful to garner 
our support. Furthermore, if this project does come to fruition, we respectfully request that at 
the very least the interested parties pursue rail as an alternative hauling methodology.   
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Harry B. Oberg  
Mayor  

mailto:harry.oberg@prescott-az.gov


Kirkland Mine 
082818 – Minute Excerpt 
 
Mayor Mengarelli said they have heard from the public with their concerns of the project. 
He said they wanted to get more information about the Kirkland Mine and the owner was 
gracious to attend the study session to give an update.  
 
A letter was sent to the Kirkland Mining Company a year ago explaining the city’s stance 
on the project. This council is still maintaining that position of what was stated in the 2017 
letlter.  
 
City Attorney Jon Paladini said Council authorized to send the letter in July 2017.  He 
said this Council could change their position. The letter was the city's position in 2017 and 
if the Council wanted to change their position, a new letter would have to come back to 
the Council for approval. 
 
Areta Zouvas President of Kirkland Mining Company (KMC) introduced her team.  
 
Brad Belt, Principal Consultant/Business Development and Advisory Board, presented. 
He gave a background on the project.   
 
Project Highlights: 

• Pumiceous Tuff Material performing as a high quality natural pozzolan 
• 88 acres within BLM mining claims considered under current mine plan 
• 23 million tons measured & 130 million + tons inferred resources 
• Increasing demand & shrinking supply of high quality pozzolans (fly ash) 
• Strategic location for Arizona, California & Southern Nevada markets 
• Commencement of operations by Spring 2019 

 
What is a Natural Pozzolan? 
A siliceous or siliceous and aluminous material which, in itself, possesses little or no 
cementitious value but which will, in finely divided form in the presence of moisture, react 
chemically with calcium hydroxide at ordinary temperature to form compounds 
possessing cementitious properties.  
 
Why is Kirkland Pozzolan unique? 
*There is a chemical and physical make of the Pozzolan which makes it very strong.  
 
Why develop this deposit here and now? 
*The plant in Page is slated to be shut down in 2019. 
*There are two other plants that may shut down. 
*The market trends for Pozzolan is increasing. 
 
The BLM (Bureau of Land Management) and NEPA (National Environment Policy Act) 
Process 
*Mr. Belt explained the Environmental Assessment Process. The EAP (Environmental 



Assessment Process) is a draft. It identifies 88 acres of public lands, ancillary facilities on 
private lands, and there are three potential off-site transportation routes. They also 
reviewed the National Historic Preservation Act to make sure they are following the laws. 
 
Transportation  
*Traffic Impact Study (Lee Engineering 2018) 
  >Driveway Design 
  >Ingress and Egress at Access Point 
  >Identify Transportation Haul Routes and Traffic Counts 
  >Signage Requirements 
*Supplemental Traffic Analysis (Westland Resources 2018) 
  >Bounding analysis using 100% of all proposed project traffic 
  >Worst Case Scenario 
  >Extended Analysis to State Route 89 
*Draft Environmental Assessment 
  > Evaluates traffic counts in the context of Arizona Department of Transportation Road 
Classification Annual     
     Average Daily Traffic 
 
Potential Truck Routes 
1. Iron Springs Road to Kirkland Valley Road, to SR 89 to U.S. 93 
2. Iron Springs Road to Yava Rd., to Hillside area 
3. Iron Springs Road to Williamson Valley Road and Pioneer Pkwy to SR 89, north of 
Prescott 
 
They continue to look at rail but there are a lot of economic concerns, however, economic 
concerns are not the only concern.   
 
At 500,000 TPY Theoretical Maximum: 
*80 Truckloads out + 80 returns per day on a 5-day week 
*50 other vehicles/day (in and out): Employees, water trucks, vendors, etc. 
 
Independent Traffic Studies: 
*Used Recent Data Provided by YCPW 
*Used Route 1 Vehicle Increase of 10.7% to 14.2% 
*Route 2 Vehicle Increase of 10.7% to 24.1% 
*Route 3 Vehicle Increase of 2.9% to 10.7% 
*Not at Threshold for Additional Turn/Accel Lanes 
*Widen and Increase Paving at Entrance 
*Increase Road Safety Signage 
 
Next Steps: 
*2nd Public Comment Period Ends September 4, 2018 
*BLM Categorizes and Responds to Comments 
*Amend MRPO (if needed) to Mitigate any Unaddressed Impacts 
*KMC Completes other Permitting Activities 



*KMC Continues Business Development Activities 
*BLM Issues Final EA/FONSI 
*Target Q1 2019 for Startup 
 
Kirkland Mining website:  www.kirklandmining.com 
 
Mayor Mengarelli asked if at full capacity at 500,000 and 80 trucks out and 80 trucks back 
in, will you use more than one route?  Mr. Belt said yes, more than one route will be 
utilized. Mayor Mengarelli asked if you use Route 3, will there be 80 trucks? Mr. Belt said 
that is highly unlikely. From a business standpoint, it doesn't make sense. Mayor 
Mengarelli asked what are their projected hours of operation?  Mr. Belt said they haven't 
determined hours of operation. There will be a short period of time for crushing. There is 
some flexibility to be able to accommodate neighbors and other areas with the use of the 
trucks over the week.  
 
Mayor Mengarelli said in the letter it stated the rail would be used as the preferred route 
of transport for pozzolan.  Mr. Belt said that is correct. 
 
Councilman Goode asked what is the size and scope of KMC? How long have they been 
in operation? How much experience with operating mines?  KLM President Areta Zouvas 
said the company was formed in April 1991. The company is owned by her parents. They 
are based out of San Diego and she is from Scottsdale. They own private lands in Skull 
Valley and that is where the operation will be. She has been involved with all aspects of 
developing a mine but has not operated the actual mine. They are working with 
consultants that are experts in the industry to make sure things are being done correctly 
and legally. 
 
There is a stockpile left of approximately 40,000 to 47,000 tons which was left from the 
previous Kitty Litter mine. They plan to sell the stockpile. Councilman Goodes asked if 
she can project truck traffic on any of the routes until she has a permit to operate?  Ms. 
Zouvas said yes and no to his question. She said Route 3 wasn't going to be solely used. 
They are talking to several leaders in the industry. The two main markets will be southern 
California and Nevada.  It will come down to logistics and where the best location will be 
to grind the product. 
  
Councilman Goode said he thinks that 75 trucks would be needed.  Mr. Belt said at 80 
loads a day, 4 loads per truck, would be 20 trucks. Councilman Goode said he has a 
concern during the winter months that Iron Springs could be blocked for a long time if a 
truck slides off the road due to bad weather or if there were accidents. Have they 
considered that?  Mr. Belt said he works with a trucking firm now. A traffic study was 
conducted by the engineering firm. They understand the impact of trucks on the roads. 
They have a certified training program for the drivers. Councilman Goode supported the 
2017 Council letter. Iron Springs would have a traffic safety impact. There are two multi-
developments at Iron Springs and Williamson Valley and the traffic congestion will 
increase in that area. 
 



City Manager Michael Lamar said if there is a consensus to proceed, he could send a 
letter on behalf of the city. Mr. Paladini advised the Council that direction/action could not 
be given in a study session.  He said a special meeting could be added on September 
4th to discuss the letter.  
 
Councilman Sischka said this process is a high priority for markets in this area. Is it a high 
priority for the Federal Government? Mr. Belt said he couldn't speak for the Federal 
Government. Councilman Sischka asked if Route 3 was selected would all 80 trucks take 
that route.  Mr. Belt said yes, but it would be highly unlikely that it would occur because 
it would be going to other markets and has to be ground when it leaves the mine. 
 
Councilman Blair said he cannot support any extra traffic on Route 3. He supported what 
they were trying to do but he didnt agree with the route going through the city. 
 
Councilwoman Scholl asked if the traffic impact study was there any exhaust studies that 
have been done because it would be passing a playground? A spokesman with KMC said 
BLM will address air quality through the assessment. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Orr said there are public health issues related to dust. Has that been 
mitigated with the trucks? Mr. Belt said they will have specific tarps that meet PM-10 and 
will seal the bed of the truck. Has there been a route created for rail?  Mr. Belt said there 
is a way to get to Drake.  Mayor Pro Tem Orr said maybe the Federal Government will 
help build the rail. Dawn Meitinger, MPC Representative, said the National Environmental 
Assessment process use of rail is essential to the business model and core values to 
develop the site and was being monitored throughout the process. 
 
Mayor Mengarelli understood there was a consensus to continue to support the letter of 
2017. Mr. Paladini said if Council had any additional comments, a minute extract of the 
meeting could be sent to the BLM. 
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