
 

 

       PRESCOTT WATER ISSUES 
       COMMITTEE MEETING 
       TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 2013 
       PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PRESCOTT WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE held 
on Tuesday, June 18, 2013 in the PRESCOTT CITY HALL DOWNSTAIRS 
CONFERENCE ROOM located at 201 SOUTH CORTEZ STREET, Prescott, Arizona. 

 
A. Call to Order 

  
Chairman Lamerson called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M.   
 

B. Roll Call 
 

COUNCIL WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 
Present:      Absent and excused: 

 
Chairman Jim Lamerson   Member Charlie Arnold    

 Member Steve Blair 
 
Staff present: 
 
Craig McConnell, City Manager 
Leslie Graser, Water Resource Specialist 
George Worley, Planning Manager 
Ruth Traxler, community Planner 
Jon Paladini, City Attorney, arrived at 1:20 P.M. 

 
C. Granite Dells Estates:  application for rezoning a tract from industrial to residential; existing 

water service agreement and request for a new water allocation 
 
Mr. McConnell, City Manager, said Jason Gisi, the owner’s representative, is present to answer 
questions. Mr. McConnell explained there is a distinction between the subject matter discussed 
with the Water Issues Committee and the rezoning implication. It is time to talk about the 
implications of the rezoning as it reflects on water availability.  
 
There is an annexation of the property with Water Service Agreement (WSA). In the City 
Contract 2008-165, the quantity of water is listed at 248.5 acre feet. The rezoning request 
proposes the addition of 600 residential units to be added to the 710 approved units, which 
requires 210 acre feet.  
 
City Council approved Resolution 4071-1141 which addresses reservations of water for 
requests to rezone vacant residential parcels. In the present case, the request is not to rezone 
land already residentially zoned, it is to rezone from other than residential. However, the 
principle which is set forth in the Resolution could be applicable, according to staff.   
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When the item comes to Council on July 25, 2013, they may decide water at that time.  A new 
WSA will be required at some point if the maximum number of dwelling units exceeds the 
original agreement.  The Council could direct a new WSA be prepared, but not actually allocate 
additional water to the rezoned property.   
 
With scarcity of water, there is an interest to provide a mechanism demonstrating performance. 
If a party has a property, that property is rezoned for more dwelling units; it does not mean that 
the City Council has to give them all of the water on day one for the rezoning. The party may 
receive more water as development occurs.  
  
Chairman Lamerson  asked if the property was subject to Proposition 400 and was there a cost 
benefit analysis done, taking into consideration commercial and residential properties. He asked 
if the City would be required to renegotiate the terms of water.  He said the water request may 
create a trigger to build a pipeline from the Big Chino area.  
 
He asked Member Blair if he would like to defer recommendation to the Council until staff can 
give them all of the implications regarding this development.   
 
Member Blair noted that the property had changed formats several times and he was 
concerned with the end of the runway because it is a public safety issue.   
 
Mr. McConnell said there would be a rezoning discussion on next week’s agenda, as it relates 
to the airport.  
 
Chairman Lamerson noted that they were being asked to reserve water above and beyond 
what has already been reserved.  
 
Ms. Graser said 437 acre feet are remaining available to the public which could supply 1200-
1300 rooftops. Chairman Lamerson noted that we will allocate half of the water the City has to 
one property owner. Ms. Graser said there needed to be some discussions as to which pool the 
water would come from for this request.  
 
Chairman Lamerson said he is not ready to make a recommendation without talking to the other 
Council members, in public. Mr. McConnell noted that if the Council approves the rezoning, 
there will need to be a new Water Service Agreement if the number of residential units goes 
beyond 710, but the agreement may not need to give more water. Member Blair asked Mr. Gisi 
why they are looking to rezone the property. 
 
Mr. Gisi noted that originally there were restrictions against residential building in that corner of 
what became Granite Dells Estates. The airport area has an overabundance of industrial land 
that is still vacant. From a market demand perspective there is a need for residential. The 
rezoning drivers are 1) the Federal Aviation Administration did a study which shrunk the 
footprint of the airport and 2) market demand.  He offered to put a cost benefit analysis together.   
 
He discussed another 900 acre parcel at Peavine and Iron King that would be developed in the 
next few years which spurred a discussion of the water that would be needed at that time.  
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Mr. Gisi said that a Water Service Agreement based on performance seemed fair.  
 
There was a discussion concerning Proposition 400 and Mr. Paladini said that his initial take 
was that the cost benefit analysis had to be done for the annexation and not the rezoning.  
 
Chairman Lamerson said he was not ready to recommend more water. Member Blair noted that 
they have water now and could get started on the project. If they need more water, the Council 
would tie it to performance.  
 
Mr. McConnell made it clear that a rezoning would not entitle the developers to more water.   
 
Chairman Lamerson said the WSA could be replaced, but not increased.  
 
Chairman Lamerson said the Council would present the whole thing to the public and come up 
with a resolution that the community would like.        
 
D. Adjournment   

 
There being no further business to be discussed, the Prescott Water Issues Meeting of 
June 18, 2013, adjourned at 1:56 P.M.   

 

 

      ___________________________ 

      Chairman Lamerson 

 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

KIM WEBB, Deputy City Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 


