
PRESCOTT WATER ISSUES 
        COMMITTEE MEETING 

                      TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2013 
                               PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PRESCOTT WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE held on 
Tuesday, November 26, 2013 in the PRESCOTT CITY HALL BASEMENT CONFERENCE 
ROOM located at 201 SOUTH CORTEZ STREET, Prescott, Arizona. 

A. Call to Order 

Chairman Lamerson called the meeting to order at 10:02 A.M. 

B. Roll Call 

Present: 

Chairman Jim Lamerson 
Member Charlie Arnold 
Member Steve Blair 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Craig McConnell, City Manager 
Leslie Graser, Water Resources Specialist 
 

C.  Approval of September 25, 2013, Committee Minutes 
 
The Minutes of September 25, 2013 were approved unanimously.  

 
G.  Water Portfolio review: Calendar Year 2014 Water Budget and policy    

recommendations 
 

Ms. Graser presented and showed a table from the packet which contained an overview 
of the alternative water portfolio.  

Mr. McConnell, Prescott City Manager, noted that the City of Prescott should be 
conservative about this water because the alternative water (2009 D&O block) is based 
upon long term projections of recharge. If there are two decades of dry weather, the City 
of Prescott will not have the surface recharge anticipated. He said the 738 acre feet 
may not be proved up in the future. 

Chairman Lamerson asked what portion of the 737 acre feet is attributed to artificial 
recharge. Ms. Graser said 100 percent. Chairman Lamerson asked if the water involved 
in litigation compromised the 737 acre feet. Mr. McConnell said no. He noted that the 
City Council agreed that in 2014, the City may keep 200 acre feet available for market 
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and workforce projects; 160 acre feet are available for market and 40 acre feet for 
workforce projects.  

Ms. Graser noted that the City of Prescott has not come close to using the 200 acre feet 
in the past three years.  

The subcommittee agreed to keep the allocation of 200 acre feet the same for 2014.  

Mr. McConnell said the current policy is to place a time frame requirement of five years 
on each allocation to either get a Certificate of Occupancy or a Final Plat.  

Ms. Graser discussed the accounting for the remaining volume. She noted that 128 acre 
feet for workforce and 73 acre feet for market is what is in the contingency accounts, 
and noted that staff would like to zero out at the end of the year.  The remaining water 
from the 1999 and 2005 D&Os also contain a remnant of 131 AF that was not used or 
reallocated by council after 2005.  

The committee agrees that staff could bring a revision to Council to discontinue 
carryovers of unallocated water budget balances. 

D.   Willow Creek Apartments: request for a new water allocation 

Ms. Graser presented. She noted that the original project proposed a multi-family 
complex of 144 units. When the water service application arrived in September 2013, 
the units had increased to 160. Due to this change, the applicant needed to either 
reduce the number of units or seek a Planned Area Development (PAD). She said the 
Planning and Zoning Commission voted to recommend approval of the PAD on October 
31, 2013.   

Review of the site, relative to the Alternative Water Portfolio, would require a water 
service agreement of 40 acre feet per year. 

Member Blair asked if there had been any water authorized to that property.  
Ms. Graser said no.  

The City Attorney left the room at 10:32 A.M. 

Member Arnold said they should be given a term of five years to make the project 
happen and for the requested purpose only.  

Mr. McConnell said the allocation was subject to PAD and the water service approval 
and had a five year requirement. 

E.  APN 105-04-002V: discussion of anticipated request for a new water allocation 
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Mr. McConnell noted that this item does not require a committee recommendation. He 
noted that the property shares the name, but not the water with the Prescott Lakes 
Subdivision.  

Leslie Graser presented. She noted that although the parcel was included in the 
amended Prescott Lakes Master Plan map revised in May 2005, it does not qualify for a 
groundwater allowance as defined in the City’s Decision and Orders 

Ms. Graser said the property is currently zoned Business General. The property 
representative indicated a potential 200 unit multi-family project and is asking for 50 
acre feet.   

The committee wants to see the plan for the development. 

F.  Victory Hills 

Leslie Graser presented. She noted that Council approved a preliminary plat September 
12, 2006, which never made it to final plat. The Council then approved a five year 
extension for the submittal of the final plat on February 5, 2008.  

The property owner now requests another five year extension for final plat submittal. 
The property is zoned Multi-Family Medium and the water contract for this development 
is 10.5 acre-feet. The development is contemplated to have a total of 30 units including 
26 town homes and 4 single family residences. 

Chairman Lamerson said that five years is reasonable and that staff should check that 
there is no other agreement. Member Arnold agreed.  

There being no further business to be discussed, the Water Issues Meeting of 
November 26, 2013 adjourn at 10:56 A.M. 

 

       _____________________________ 
                JIM LAMERSON, Chairman 

ATTEST: 

___________________________ 

Kim Webb, Deputy City Clerk 

 


