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          For many years concerts and music festivals (e.g. Prescott 

          Bluegrass Festival) were held on a permanent performance 

          structure at Watson Lake.  Because the structure's acoustics   

          and sound systems were inadequate, the City decided to go 

          in a different  direction instead of refurbishing.  After 

          assessing community needs it was decided that a portable 

          stage with good acoustics, a sound system, electrical  

          system, and lighting was the answer.  It could be used at all 

          the parks and throughout the City.  To help defray costs it 

          would also be rented out to other cities and organizations. 
 

          In 1996, the City purchased a Century portable stage, 

          commonly known as the bandwagon, using funding 

          from bed taxes.  Since its purchase, the stage has seen 

          considerable use on an annual basis throughout the  

Quad-cities and as far away as Cottonwood. 
 

The bandwagon averages 18 events per year with one year seeing use 21 

times, and as many as three set-ups over holiday weekends.  National  

recording artists that have performed on the stage include Slash, Roger Clyne 

and the Peacemakers, and the Wallflowers.   
 

Transported with a dump-truck, the bandwagon is typically set-up with two 

Recreation Services staff operating the hydraulics.  However, musical artists  

often require more space.  Six-foot by four-foot sections can be added to extend  

the stage area and may require as many as six staff for set-up.  Complete set-

up takes from one to two hours depending on the event's requirements.   
 

The only stage of its kind in the Prescott area, the bandwagon has met  

expectations and continues to be a well recognized, but mobile, fixture in  

Prescott.                            (Contributors: Eric Smith and Steve Mancha) 
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(Above) Ashley Wineland, right, at the Prescott Great  
Outdoors event. 

(Below) Roger Clyne and the Peacemakers. 

Have Music Will Travel; 

The Department's Portable Stage 
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The Parks - Vista Park 
One of Prescott's newest neighborhood parks, Vista Park, sits 

on ten acres in the hills on the north side of town, south of 

Willow Lake Road, and offers park visitors panoramic views of 

the Dells, the lakes (both Willow and Watson Lake), and the 

surrounding area.  The parkland was donated to the City 

through the overall Prescott Lakes master plan and 

development process.  Directions to the park are available on 

the City's website listed below. 
 

Amenities include a rentable ramada (capacity 100), 

restrooms, a modern playground for the children, artificial 

turf areas for play, and off-street free parking.  

 
 

VISTA PARK 
1684 Sarafina Dr., Prescott, AZ 

 

Summer Hours 
(Memorial Day through Labor Day) 

6:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
 

Winter Hours 
7:00 a.m. - Sunset 

 

Free Parking 
 

Visit us online through the City site at:  
www.cityofprescott.net/services/parks 

 

Ramada Rentals 
 

Large Ramadas 
 

 

     Goldwater Lake Ramada (capacity 100)      Half Day (4 hrs. or less) $150 
     Goldwater Lakeview Ramada (capacity 100)      Whole Day (open to close) $300 
     Goldwater Pinetop Ramada (capacity 100)         Refundable deposit: 
     Watson Lake Upper Ramada (capacity 150)         *Commercial Event Rental - $400 

     Willow Lake Hilltop Ramada (capacity 150)           Private Event Rental - $200 

         Willow Lake Garden Ramada (capacity 150)    
 

   Medium Ramadas 
  

     Granite Creek Park Ramada (capacity 200)      Half Day (4 hrs. or less) $100 
     Vista Park Ramada (capacity 100)       Whole Day (open to close) $175 
     Willow Creek Park (capacity 100)         Refundable deposit: 

           *Commercial Event Rental - $400  

             Private Event Rental - $200 

 

Small Ramadas 
 

     Watson Lake Lower Ramada (capacity 40)      Half Day (4 hrs. or less) $75 
     Flinn Park Ramada (capacity 40)       Whole Day (open to close) $125 
     Ken Lindley Park Ramada (capacity 40)      Refundable deposit: $200 all rentals 

 

Other Facilities 
 

     Goldwater Ceremonial Pad (capacity 100)      $35.00 per hour, maximum 4 hours 
 

*Commercial Event Rentals are any rental that requires a "Certificate of Liability". 

For detailed information visit us online at:  www.cityofprescott.net/services/parks/rentals/ 

(Above) The ramada at Vista and other parks are 

rentable for parties and celebrations. 
 

(Right) The bridge over creek drainage to Willow Lake 

at Vista Trail. 

The path at the park leads downhill to a  

picnic table, benches, and a bridge over 

Willow Creek.   
 

The path (Vista Trail) continues on to the 

Panorama Trail System (see Trails Page 4)  

and is 0.37 miles.  Another trail which  

leads to this system is located at the back 

end of the ramada, where trail maps are 

located.  Trail maps are also located at 

various points on the trails, which wind 

through the Prescott Lakes area. 
 

Dogs are welcome but are required to be  

on leash.  To help keep the park clean, dog  

litter bags are available at the park's path. 

(Contributor Nancy Nesbit) 

 

 

Vista Park Playground 
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The Lakes 
Camping at Watson Lake 

 
 

WATSON LAKE PARK 
HOURS 

 

Summer: 6:00 am—10:00 pm (Memorial Day 
Weekend through Labor Day Weekend) 

Winter: 7:00 am—Sunset 
 

PARKING FEE $2.00 
(Goldwater, Watson and Willow Lakes & 

Peavine Trail)  

One Day Pass Good At All Four Locations 

Parking is free on Wednesdays 

Prescott's "Summer Season" begins the first weekend 

in April and continues through the second weekend in 

October.  That means the two campgrounds at Watson 

Lake are opening.  There are a total of 35 campsites at 

the two campgrounds.  The north campground, 

located against the boulders of the Dells, has 19 

campsites that can be reserved.  The south 

campground has the remaining 16 campsites nestled 

in the small hills, on a first come first served basis.   
 

The main restroom has showers in both the men's and 

women's rooms and is conveniently located between 

the two campgrounds.  Maximum stay is three nights 

and the campgrounds are closed from Tuesday at 

noon through Thursday at noon.  Day camping is not 

allowed.   
 

Occasionally large groups secure all the rentable 

campsites, especially during events held at the lake. 

Watson Lake Camping Information  

 

There are 19 campsites available for reserved camping.  To reserve 

camping, review the camping map (shown above) and contact the 

Recreation Services Department office at 824 E. Gurley St., Prescott, 

AZ 86301 or call (928) 777-1122. 
 

For information on camping rules visit the City website at: 

www.cityofprescott.net/services/parks/rentals 

 

 Campsite $15 per site/per night. 

 Dry camping only.  No hookups, water spigots available in 

campground. 

 Showers and restrooms available, a parks employee will 

hand out the shower code to paid camping guests only. 

 Camping guests will need to pay for their campsite at the 

kiosk at the entry gate to the park after 12:00 p.m. if 

reservations not already made. 

 A campsite is defined as a maximum of four persons, (one 

RV/trailer and one tent; or two tents) with a maximum of 

two vehicles. 

 Reservations cannot be accepted less than seven days prior 

to the arrival date. 

 Cancellations will only be returned if notified within 72 

hours of the date of the camping trip. 

 

 

(Left) Map of 
campground sites 

available for 
reserved camping. 

 

(Top Right) 
Campsite at the 

north campground. 
 

(Bottom Right) Map 
of Watson Lake 
Park.  The two 

campgrounds are 
circled in white.   
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The Trails & Natural Parklands 
Prescott Lakes and Vista Park Trail System 

 

Prescott Lakes is a community with a focus on creating a unique trail network.  Although this issue 

concentrates on the original trail system with access from Vista Park (see page 2), other trails, such as the 

Basis School Trail completed in November 2014, continue to be added to the Prescott Lakes area. 
 

Vista Trail is a six foot wide trail that starts at Sarafina Dr. (Vista Park) and crosses to Samaritan Way along 

which you can find the junction for the Panorama Trail. 
 

Panorama Trail is a single track trail that climbs steadily up towards a mesa.  Where this trail intersects 

              Solstice Dr., head west along the road a short 

              distance to connect with the Petroglyph Trail 

              (there is no parking here.) 
 

              Petroglyph Trail climbs the remainder of the 

              way to the mesa top, where you can find 

              unprecedented views of the entire area 

              including Willow and Watson Lakes.  The 

              Petroglyph site also has interpretive signage. 

 

 
 

 

 

 Length:  5 miles  
 

 Elevations:  5200' (Low) - 5470' (High) 
 

 Activities:  Hiking, Bicycling 
 

 Access:  Vista Park, 1684 Sarafina Dr., free parking. 
 

 For additional trails in the Prescott Lakes area see the complete map on one 
 of the websites listed below. 
 

 A map for this and other trails is downloadable from the city  

 website at:  www.cityofprescott.net/services/parks/trails or 

 www.prescotttrails.com 
 

(Vista View Trail photo, below, courtesy of Chris Hosking) 

 

 

 In 2014, trail counters were placed on 12 trails.  

 Using 2013 figures on trails not counted in 2014, 

 estimated visits on 48 of 68 miles of trail totaled 

 567,000 visits in 2014.  When data becomes 

 available for all 68 miles, it is believed that  

 usage could approach 800,000 total visits.  Even 

 with the addition of new trails, yearly trail usage 

 continues to increase on all City trails.   A yearly 

 comparison on two of the trails with counters 

 for three consecutive years demonstrates this 

 trend of continued increase in trail usage: 
, 

                                  2012       2013     2014 
 

      Constellation     20,910    29,443   37,475 

               Peavine     48,846    52,583   58,127 

 

2014 Trail Counts 

 
Site 

Annual Avg. Daily 
Traffic 

 Yearly       
Totals 

Acker Virginia 170.732 62,317 

Brownlow East   49.552 18,087 

Brownlow West 35.614 12,999 

Centennial   43.167 15756 

Constellation   102.672 37,475 

Discovery   90.901 33,179 

Flume   29.322 10,703 

Granite Gardens 50.923 18,587 

Gurley 141.925 51,803 

Northshore   81.822 29,865 

Peavine   159.252 58,127 

Willow Dells   34.026 12,419 

Totals:  989.908 361,317 
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  Sports Page - Celebrating 65 Years of Youth Baseball 

In our mountain town of Prescott, Arizona youth baseball is an 

institution.  For 65 years, Prescott Little League has been a thriving  

organization for youth between the ages of 4 and 15.  Bill Vallely  

brought Little League to Prescott in 1950.  Teams played within  

District 1 and Prescott Little League was the first of its kind in  

Arizona.  Men, business owners, husbands and fathers of the  

community stepped up and got involved.  They became the  

coaches and mentors of young men. You still hear stories today  

of the road trips the players took in their coaches cars....off to  

Bagdad for a game on a Saturday afternoon. 
 

Today the Prescott Little League organization survives because of  

the boys who played in their youth.  The organization flourishes  

with over 125 volunteers each season, coaches, board members, umpires, scorekeepers and Sun-Up Rotary.  

It also survives because the community supports its efforts.  Men in our community are giving back what 

they learned from the original founders.  Life long relationships have been forged.  There is a sense of 

community and a sense of pride when you belong, volunteer and get involved with PLL. 
 

Prescott Little League’s season generally runs March through June with All Star Teams playing into late June 

and July.  Averaging 500 players a season with 45 plus teams, it offers a fun packed season.  One of the 

most rewarding programs within PLL started seven years ago with the Challenger program.  It is a great 

program that offers kids the chance to get out and play a game of baseball.  It is not about the skills or 

ability, it is about the relationships, laughter and smiles. 
 

The season kicks off with Opening Ceremonies on Saturday, April 11th at 9:00 a.m. at the Bill Vallely Fields. 

You can go to the little league website at www.prescottlittleleague.com for more information on their 

season.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       (Contributor and photos: Prescott Little League) 

 

Contact Information 
 

To enter teams or leagues telephone 
(928) 777-1557  or 

email: rick.hormann@prescott-az.gov 
 

Our calendar of sporting events is available 
at our Parks and Recreation Department 

office located at the  
Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center 

824 E. Gurley St. 
Prescott, AZ 86301 

Telephone:  (928) 777-1122 
 

Visit us on the City's website under services 
at:  www.cityofprescott.net 

            Spotlight On Dale Poole 

 Dale Poole was born in Meridian, Mississippi  
 and grew up in Los Fresnos, Texas after his  
 mother's death at the age of eight.  After  
 graduating high school, Dale served 15 years in  
 the U.S. Army where he served two tours of  
 duty with the famed 82nd Airborne Division,  
 the "All-Americans", as well as two tours of  
 duty in Germany and his last tour was with a  
 joint communications unit at MacDill, AFB in Tampa, Florida.  During his time in the  
 military, Dale participated in year round intramural sports including flag football,  
 volleyball, basketball, and softball.  Dale has also coached youth league baseball in 
 Germany, Texas, North Carolina and Florida.  In 2007, Dale and his family moved 
 from Spring Hill, Florida to Prescott Valley.  Dale continued his involvement with 
 youth sports by managing, umpiring, serving as Vice-President and two terms as 
 President of the Dewey Humboldt Little League.  In October of 2007, Dale was 
 hired as a seasonal supervisor for the City of Prescott Parks and Recreations adult 
 sports program.  Dale brings with him extensive knowledge of adult sports from his 
 time in the military which gives him a unique edge in dealing with participants in 
 our adult sports program.  Dale is currently an at-large member of the Arizona  
 Amateur Softball Association, in which his duties include umpiring, supervising 
 local girls fast pitch tournaments as well as tournament director for girls fast pitch  
 tournaments in both Payson and Bullhead City, Arizona.  Dale possesses a  
 bachelors degree in Criminology from the University of South Florida and is  
 currently working on his teaching certification.  Dale also works as a substitute  
 teacher and bus driver for the Humboldt Unified School District.  Dale has been 
 married to Michelle Carey for 14 years and they have two daughters, Katie (14) and 
 Taylor (10).   

Dale Poole  
with his car "General Lee" 

Prescott Little League, 1950-2015 
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Our History - City Park (Ken Lindley) Ball Field 
      Prescott's City Park was originally established in 1905, now 

      known as Ken Lindley Park it includes the historic Ken Lindley 

      stadium and ball park, tennis courts, skate park, and park with 

      ramada, restrooms and playground (see Spring 2014, page 2 

      newsletter).  The complex located at the corner of Gurley and 

      Washington Streets is in the 1930s WPA historic district which 

      also includes the Armory (see Fall 2014, page 6 newsletter), 

      and Smoki Museum located just northwest of the Grace Sparks 

      Memorial Activity Center (a.k.a. The Armory.) 
 

      Recreation Services Department documents show that  

      according to the Sanford Fire Maps, the stadium was built in 

      1931.  The field was improved starting in 1935 as a WPA 

      (Works Progress Administration) project, providing jobs during 

      the Great Depression.  At that time, some improvements were 

also made to the interior of the stadium.  The ball field wall, bleachers, and tennis courts were also added.  

Era photographs show the stadium looking very much as it does today, although wooden seats from that 

time have been removed.   
 

The stadium and grounds were known as "The Ball Field" and "City Park" until 1971 when the name was 

changed to "Ken Lindley Field" in honor of Prescott's deceased Chief of Police, who was a dedicated coach 

and ballplayer.  The stadium is approximately 3,400 square feet in area, with an additional 2,500 square 

feet of enclosed space below the stadium level.  When the Parks and Recreation Department was formed in 

1957, Director A.C. Williams ran the Department from a small office located there.  
 

For many years, "The Ball Field" was the home to Prescott High School's football and baseball teams, as well 

as many championship fast-pitch softball games.  Early writings reveal that City Park was the place to be on 

weekends, and games were well attended.  In 1999 the stadium underwent extensive renovations at a cost  

            of $241,000, with a $145,200 grant provided by 

            Arizona State Park's Historic Preservation Heritage 

            Fund and City matching funds.  The much needed 

            renovations improved the electrical and mechanical 

            systems, as well as upgraded restrooms and other 

            facilities, while retaining much of the original 

            construction and historic look of the stadium. 
 

            Ken Lindley Field is not just a relic, and still plays an  

            important role in Prescott sports programs.  It is 

            the home field to Yavapai College soccer and still 

            hosts many of Prescott's tournaments.   

(Contributor Nancy Nesbit) 

(Photos courtesy of Sharlot Hall Museum) 
 

"The Ball Field" at City Park, circa early 1930s 

(Photo courtesy of Eric Smith 

In April 2013 the stadium received a new coat of paint 

provided by volunteers from the Church of Jesus 

Christ-Latter Day Saints. 
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 Our Activities and Volunteers 

Park Rangers Continue to 
Expand Their Knowledge 

and Expertise 
 

Part of being a Prescott Volunteer Park Ranger is 

attending monthly Ranger meetings.  Aside from 

the regular issues generally addressed at these 

meetings, Rangers are often treated to lectures 

and outings giving them information about the 

areas plants and wildlife. 
 

In 2014, three of the meetings included these 

learning opportunities.  On May 22nd the 

Community Nature Center was the destination.  

The visit to this natural parkland included a 

lecture by Nicole Trushell, a local naturalist, about 

the park's history and plants, as well as a guided 

tour pointing out the new rain garden and 

restoration efforts of the grassland area. 
 

Next was Goldwater lake on September 25th.  Bats 

were the subject of the talk given by naturalist Pat 

Gulley, discussing the 28 species in Arizona, more 

than any other state, as well as the 14 bat species 

residing in the Prescott National Forest. 
  

The last trip of the year was to Watson Woods 

Riparian Preserve.  The tour was provided by 

Michael Byrd, Executive Director of Prescott 

Creeks.  The tour included information about 

ongoing restoration of the site and watersheds. 
 

(Contributor Nancy Nesbit) 

 

 

  

 
 

      Park Rangers come from a variety of backgrounds, places  

      and experiences.  Pete and Heryl Kroopnick are no 

      exception.  They met and married while in graduate 

      school in San Diego.  They then moved to Hawaii and 

      both worked in the Oceanography Department at the 

      University  of Hawaii, Pete as a Professor of Oceanography. 
 

      Twelve years later they transitioned into the private  

      sector, finally settling in Phoenix in 2000.  Upon 

      retirement, they moved to Prescott in April 2005, 

      preferring the climate, community, medical facilities,  

 airport, and outdoor activities.  Among the first volunteer Park Rangers, they joined the  

 program in August 2009.  

 

 Other retirement activities include travelling, square dancing, kayaking, camping, ushering at  

 the  Prescott Center for the Arts theater, and with CWAG  (Citizens Water Advocacy Group) which  

 works on assuring  Prescott's future water supply and management.  Pete is also involved with  

 Prescott Creeks.  Heryl volunteers in math and science classes at Miller Elementary School in  

 the third and fifth grades.  She also attends Zumba classes.  Pete is an avid mountain biker with  

 Heryl joining him on less adventurous rides .     

 

  

Ranger Statistics for 2014Ranger Statistics for 2014   
  

4,529.7 hours logged at a $96,844.99 savings to the City. 
295 of 365 days covered, 878 Ranger outings 2,912 park visits. 
53 maintenances issues reported, 16 issues fixed by Rangers. 

27 park playground equipment inspections. 
107 graffiti reported to police, 42 graffiti removed by Rangers. 
Trash collected: 255.5 - 13 gallon bags and 43 - 55 gallon bags. 

64 parking citations issued, 343 parking warnings issued. 

 

(Photo Courtesy of Pete and Heryl Kroopnick)  

The Kroopnicks kayaking on Willow Lake 

Original Rangers  
Pete and Heryl Kroopnick 

For the October 2014 Monthly Ranger Meeting, Rangers were given 

a tour of Watson Woods Riparian Preserve by Michael Byrd (Right), 

Executive Director of Prescott Creeks, who manage the preserve. 
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New Volunteer Opportunity 
 

The Recreation Services Department is in the final stages of developing the new Adopt-a-Spot Program.  

The purpose of the Adopt-a-Spot Program is to provide volunteer community support for litter prevention, 

park maintenance, and beautification.  By your group or organization adopting a park or area, you can make 

a difference in the way a park or area looks and operates, especially during these times of limited staffing 

and budgets.  The benefits of adopting a park or "spot" are endless, and include the following: ensuring 

users of the park are afforded a high quality experience, the satisfaction of seeing improvements to a park 

area, and contributing to Prescott's overall quality of life.  Adopters also gain a sense of community and park 

pride, meet new people, and get exercise.  After demonstrating a commitment to a specific area, groups/

organizations are recognized publicly in the quarterly Department newsletter, and on the Department's 

website.  Adopters also have the ability to initiate long needed improvements that have been identified in 

many areas.  Sound intriguing?  Would you like to receive more information? 

Just send an email to Eric Smith @ eric.smith@prescott-az.gov, or call (928) 777-1590.  Thank you. 

 Projects - Upcoming 

for 2015-16  

Some projects that will likely see progress in 2015-16 

include the following: 

 

Boating Improvements 
 

Subject to final approvals, the following two projects 

will use Federal boating funds administered by U.S. Fish 

& Wildlife Service, and distributed via an agreement 

between Arizona Game & Fish Department and the City 

of Prescott.  These boating access funds are made 

available via the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration 

Program, and are excise taxes paid by manufacturers on 

shooting, archery, and angling equipment.  Boaters also 

contribute to the fund with fuel and electric motor 

taxes. 
 

Goldwater Lake - boat launch area: 

The entire area and access road shall be paved, with 

handicap accessible parking, and access to a new 

combination boating/fishing dock.  Lighting shall be 

added to the access road and parking.  
 

Watson Lake - south boat launch area:  

The current south boat ramp does not adequately serve 

the volume and types of boaters. The ramp shall be 

widened, lengthened, with improved handicapped 

access to the courtesy dock.    

 

Trailhead for 50-mile Prescott Circle Trail 
 

Subject to final approvals, grants, and private funding, 

the City of Prescott and Yavapai County are working 

towards constructing a new trailhead to be located at 

the northeast corner of the Williamson Valley Road and 

Pioneer Parkway intersection.  The design will 

accommodate all non-motorized users.  This trailhead 

will ideally be the first in a series of new trailheads to 

accommodate the anticipated popularity of the Prescott 

Circle Trail, as it nears completion in the coming years. 

 

(Contributor: Eric Smith, Special Projects Administrator) 

 

(Above) Sample fishing/boating dock - the new one at 

Goldwater Lake will be much longer. 

(Below) Watson Lake, South Boat Ramp. 

(Bottom) The new trailhead will be equestrian-friendly. 
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 Something New - Beneful Dog Park, 'Sirens & Hydrants' 

 

BENEFUL DOG PARK 
3181 Willow Creek Rd., Prescott, AZ 

 

Summer Hours 
(Memorial Day through Labor Day) 

5:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
 

Winter Hours 
7:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

 

Free Parking 
 

For more information on the dog park and its 
rules and regulations, visit us online at the City 
site:  www.cityofprescott.net/services/parks 

Click on Willow Creek Dog Park under the Parks 
& Lakes section. 

 

DOG PARK COUNTS (Daily/Monthly Averages) 
Old Dog Park:  175 Daily/5,200 Monthly 

Willow Creek Park Field:  333 Daily/10,000 Mo. 
New Beneful Dog Park:  600 Daily/18,000 Mo. 

 

(Contributor and photos, Nancy Nesbit) 
 

(Above, L-R) Mayor Marlin Kuykendall with 2013 Beneful Contest 

Winner Linda Nichols and Recreation Services Director Joe Baynes.  

In 2013 Prescott resident Linda Nichols entered the Beneful Dream Dog Park Contest with a "Sirens and 

Hydrants" theme to honor Prescott's 19 Granite Mountain Hotshots who lost their lives on June 30, 2013 

fighting the Yarnell Fire.  After winning the contest, construction began in September 2014 and concluded 

with the parks grand opening on December 10, 2014, just one year after Linda Nichols was announced as 

the contest winner in December 2013.  Among the few hundred attendees were approximately 20 

representatives from Beneful, and many from the media, the City, and Recreations Services Department, as 

well as quite a few dogs with their owners.  
 

The old dog park was on land originally leased to the City by Arizona Public Services Company (APS).  

During the process, APS generously donated the land for the proposed project to the City.  In conjunction 

with Prescott Recreation Services Department, volunteers help maintain the park for dogs and their owners 

to enjoy. 
 

The park consists of two sections sharing a large common ramada, one for small dogs (bottom right 

photo) and one for large dogs (top right photo).  Each side has much to offer including misting stations to 

help keep dogs cool during warm Arizona weather.   The new artificial turf areas of K9Grass by Forever 

Lawn are designed for dogs and are safe, cleanable, drainable and antimicrobial.  A fire truck designed for 

dogs honors Prescott's fallen fire fighters.  Colorful hoses, hydrants, tires, and ramps provide dogs with 

many hours of enjoyment and exercise.  Park counts (see bottom left) confirm the new park's popularity.  
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Fishing Report - Kid's First Fish Day 
Goldwater Lake, June 6, 2015, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Spotlight On … Rudy Litka, Retired  
 

Rudy Litka left a contribution to Parks and Recreation within Prescott that will be seen 

for decades.  Some of the positions held by Rudy in his tenure include Maintenance 

Specialist, Trails Specialist, Parks Coordinator, and Assistant Superintendent.  Rudy's 

knowledge of construction practices and standards were invaluable to the construction 

of many improvements throughout the parks and lakes system, to include the  

horseshoe complex at Watson Lake Park, 

numerous upgrades to Goldwater Lake Park, a 

major covered parking and storage area to the 

Pioneer Park maintenance facility, construction 

of the Pioneer Park sports four-plex, and 

significant upgrades to all City playgrounds. 
 

Rudy's knowledge and passion for sports 

proved invaluable in the City's quest to host 

major tournaments and leagues, hosting the 

Arizona Cardinals Training Camps in 2004-05, 

the U.S. Women's Olympic Softball Expedition 

before the Beijing Summer Games, and a 

variety of National softball tournaments. Rudy's  

contribution to the Mile-High Trail System 

included assisting with construction of the Willow Lake Trail and Greenways Trails. 
 

The City of Prescott thanks Rudy Litka for making Prescott a better place to live and visit.    (Contributor Eric Smith) 

For Information on fishing 

in Arizona visit the Arizona 

Game and Fish Department 

online at:   

 www.azgfd.com 

"Spotlight On" will be featuring a different Recreation Services Department employee each newsletter.   

 

  2015 Spring Trout Stocking Schedule, weeks of: 

          April             May          June 

       Goldwater Lake:    13, 27      11, 25         1, 22 
 

  The trout stocking schedule dates listed represent the Monday of the week the stocking will occur. 

These schedules are tentative and subject to change due to weather conditions at the sites. 

Consult the Weekly Fishing Report before you go at:  www.azgfd.net/artman/publish/FishingReport/ 

The Kid's First Fish Day is an annual tradition by Arizona Game and Fish Department.  Instruction and 

fishing tackle is provided, and the netted 

and well-stocked cove greatly increases  

the kids' chances of catching a trout.  

The event is for everyone, and not limited  

to kids fishing for the first time.  Give   

away items are also part of the event, all  

in the scenic setting of Goldwater Lake. 

Come early as parking fills due to the 

event's popularity. 

(Left to right) Deb & Jim McCasland, Craig 

Dotseth,  and Rudy & Debbie Litka. 
 

Jim McCasland, Prescott Parks and Recreation's 
second Director, and present Recreation Services 
Director Joe Baynes, both honored Rudy at his 

retirement luncheon on December 23, 2014. 

Rudy Litka 
Assistant Superintendent, 

Retired 
 

Rudy's association with the 
City of Prescott began 

while only a teenager.  At 
16 he became a part-time 
worker, and eventually a 
full-time employee with 

Prescott Parks and 
Recreation.  After 30 years 

of service, Rudy became 
the youngest City employee 

ever to retire. 
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Date Event Contact Sites 

April 11 Prescott Little League Opening Day Prescott Little League Bill Vallely/Ziegler 

April 11-12 Yavapai Soccer Cup Yavapai Soccer League PP/HP/Kuebler/KL 

April 18-19 Yavapai Soccer Cup Yavapai Soccer League PP/HP/Kuebler/KL 

May 2-3 23rd Annual Tom Tobin Men’s 50+ & 55+ Slow Pitch Steve Smith Pioneer 4 Plex 

May 9 ASA Mother’s Day Pioneer Classic Rick Seifman Pioneer 4 Plex 

May 16-17 22nd Annual Tom Tobin Men’s 60+, 65+ & 70+ SP Steve Smith Pioneer 4 Plex 

May 23-24 John Hannah Men's Fast Pitch Invitational Andy Eggen Ken Lindley/BV 

June 6-7 Parks and Recreation Men's/Women/Coed Slow-pitch Rick Hormann Pioneer 4 Plex/Heritage 

June 13-14 Triple Crown Youth Baseball Tournament Conrad Topp PP/Kuebler/Ziegler 

June 20-21 Beat the Heat Girls Fast-Pitch Softball Invitational Don Fishel Pioneer/Heritage/BV 

June 27-28 ASA Cool Country #1 Men’s/Women’s/Co-Ed SP Tourney  Rick Seifman Pioneer/KL/Heritage 

July 4-5 ASA Men's Fast Pitch Invitational  Don Fishel Ken Lindley/Bill Vallely 

July 17-19 ASA Girl's "Best of the West" Fast Pitch Championship Don Fishel Various Fields 

July 18-19 AZ Men's Senior Baseball John Silingo Kuebler 

July 24-26 Men’s Senior Slow-Pitch Western State Championships Rick Seifman Pioneer/Willow/Heritage 

July 25-26 AZ Men’s Senior Baseball John Silingo Kuebler 

July 28-Aug 2 ASA 14U B Western National Rick Hormann Pioneer 4 Plex 

July 31-Aut 22 Prescott Senior Games Michelle Stacy-Schroeder Various Sites 

Aug. 1-2 AZ Men’s Senior Baseball John Silingo Kuebler 

Aug. 8-9 ASA Women's Senior Summer Softball Smash Michelle Stacy-Schroeder Pioneer/Heritage 

Aug. 15 Alliance Football Jamboree Kenny King Pioneer 4 Plex 

Aug 22-23 Chuck, Keith & Jones Co-Ed Slow-Pitch Tourney Kathy Jones Pioneer 4 Plex 

Aug 29-30 ASA Registration Kick-Off Tournament Rick Hormann Pioneer/BV/Heritage 

Sep. 5 Labor Day Summer State Championship-Men, Women, Coed Rick Seifman Pioneer/Heritage 

Sep. 12 AYSO Soccer Games Begin (Sep. 12-Nov. 21) Janelle Reidl Pioneer  

Oct. 17 Over-The-Line Tournament Michael Lugo Heritage Park 

2015 Calendar of Sporting Events 

Field Site Codes:   BV-Bill Vallely Fields, KL-Ken Lindley, KUB-Kuebler, WC-Willow Creek Park.   

For more information on sports in Prescott contact: 

Michelle Stacy-Schroeder at (928) 777-1552 or Rick Hormann at (928) 777-1557 

Prescott Recreation Servies Department offices:  824 E. Gurley St., Prescott, AZ 86301, (928)7 77-1122 

Visit us online at the city website at:  www.cityofprescott.net/services/parks 

Mark Your Calendar 
April 24-26, 2015 (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) Whiskey Off-Road Bike Race, Downtown, website: www.epicrides.com 
Mid-May 2015 AYSO Youth Soccer registration begins.  
Mid-May 2015 Alliance Youth Football registration begins. 
May 9-10, 2015 (Saturday and Sunday) Highland Games, Watson Lake 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
June 6, 2015 (Saturday) Kid's First Fish Day, Goldwater Lake, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
June 27-28, 2015 (Saturday) Bluegrass Festival, Downtown 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. (Sunday), 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
July 4, 2015 (Saturday) Prescott's Annual 4th of July Celebration, Pioneer Park, festivities begin at noon with fireworks at 9:00 p.m. 
July 31-Aug. 2, 2015 (Friday, Saturday, Sunday) Antiques Auto Club Car Show, Watson Lake 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
October 10-11, 2015 (Saturday and Sunday) Prescott's Great Outdoors - Outdoor Recreation Festival & Expo, Watson Lake, 
 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Willow Lake Archaeological Site will be open to the public on Saturday mornings in April, May and June from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon. 
The Yavapai Chapter of the Arizona Archaeological Society has adopted the site, and members will be on hand to answer  

questions about the Prescott Culture who lived there approximately 1,000 years ago. 



S p r i n g  2 0 1 5 ,  P a g e  1 2  

Quarterly Newsletter 
Prescott Recreation Services DepartmentPrescott Recreation Services Department  

 

Field Rental Fees (January 1, 2014) 

 

Residents 

Non-Sponsored Club 

Teams & Indiv. 

Reservation 

City  

Sponsored 

2nd Season 

Field Rental    $40/4 hrs.          $75/4 hrs.    $30/4 hrs. 

Field Prep (Baseball and Softball Only)    $35 (per prep)          $44 each    $35 

Field Prep (Soccer and Football  

Only.  Goals not provided) 

   $150          $180    $150 

Field Lights    $20/hr.          $24/hr.    $15/hr. 

Damage & Security Deposit    $500          $500      N/A 

Fence Relocation - Plastic (per field)    $100          $125      N/A 

Rain Delay - per staff member    $20/hr.          $25/hr.    $15/hr. 

Concessions: In-Facility    $50/day          $63/day    $50/day 

Concessions: Free-Standing    $25/day          $32/day    $25/day 

City of Prescott leagues and events will be scheduled before other rentals are accepted and have  

priority over other reservations.  For information about city sponsorship (Prescott AYSO, Prescott Little 

League, Prescott Girls Softball Association and Prescott Youth Football), please contact the Tournament 

       Supervisor at (928) 777-1552. 

GRACE SPARKES MEMORIAL ACTIVITY CENTER 
 

gymnasium and conference room 

This newsletter is a collaborative effort between City of Prescott employees and volunteers. 
Compilation and graphics provided by Nancy K. Nesbit, Volunteer Park Ranger. 

This newsletter is available on line at:  www.cityofprescott.net/services/parks 
You can also pick up a copy at our office at the Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center. 

FIELD RENTAL FEES 

Information regarding park facilities, activities, and  

rentals can be obtained through the City website at: 

www.cityofprescott.net/services/parks/rentals/ 

Commercial Use 

Damage and Clean-up 

$100 per hour 

$300 per event (refundable) 

Private Use 

Damage and Clean-up deposit required 

$50 per hour 

$200 per event (refundable) 

Use of Flagstone room and/or Kitchen $30 per hour (in addition to 

gym rental fee) 

Note:  Tables and chairs will be provided if available at no extra charge. 

Rentals - Sports Facilities  
& Conference Room 

For detailed information regarding liability  

insurance, rules, policies, and other applicable  

requirements on rentals contact our office  

at (928) 777-1552.   

Recreation Services Department 
Grace Sparkes Memorial Activity Center 

(Old Armory Building) 
824 E. Gurley St., Prescott, AZ  86301 

Telephone (928) 777-1122 
Visit us on the City website at:  

www.cityofprescott.net/services/parks 

Tennis Courts and In-line Hockey Rink 
 

The tennis courts located at 824 E. Gurley St. and the In-line Hockey 

Rink at Pioneer Park (pictured) are open to the public on a first come, 

first served basis.  We do not take reservations for the tennis courts.   

For information on schedules and reservations for the hockey rink 

at Pioneer Park contact Prescott Youth Hockey Association at:  

www.prescottyouthhockey.com 


