
 
        PRESCOTT CITY COUNCIL 
        WORKSHOP 
        TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2013 
        PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 
 
MINUTES OF THE WORKSHOP OF THE PRESCOTT CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
FEBRUARY 5, 2013, in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS located at CITY HALL, 201 SOUTH 
CORTEZ STREET, Prescott, Arizona.   
 
  CALL TO ORDER 

  
Mayor Kuykendall called the meeting to order at 3:00 P.M. 
 

        INVOCATION by Reverend Kimball Arnold, Deacon, St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
of Prescott said the invocation. 

   
       PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE by Councilman Blair. 

 
  ROLL CALL   
 
  Present:     Absent: 
  

Mayor Kuykendall    Councilman Arnold   
Councilman Blair    
Councilman Carlow     
Councilman Kuknyo 
Councilman Lamerson 
Councilman Scamardo  

 
I. PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. Introduction of New Businesses – Prescott Chamber of Commerce 

 
Erin Cornwell, Membership Director for the Prescott Chamber of Commerce, 
announced the following new members in January:  Solar Works LLC, Prescott Area 
Leadership, Hamada Wealth Management Group LLC, Tiffany Taylor with W.J. Bradley 
Mortgage Capital LLC, Barbara Anderson – Century 21 Real Estate Assoc., Gary St. 
Amour – Individual member, Call to Duty Foundation, Macayo Restaurants, Nerium 
International, and Grand Highland Hotel. 
 

B. Carol Friedman re the Yavapai Symphony Guild 
 
Ms. Friedman reported the Yavapai Symphony Guild enters every third, fourth and fifth 
grade classroom in the County and introduces the children to four pieces of classical 
music. Danielle Berkowitz designed the cover of this year’s booklet. The City of Prescott 
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Acker Trust voted to give them $6,000 for the concert.  There will be 4,943 children in 
attendance. Ms. Friedman invited Council to attend the event on March 5th at 10:00 
A.M.  
 

C. Granite Dells Partnership 
 
Steve Walker of Yavapai College and President of the Board of the Granite Dells 
Preservation Foundation (GDPF), introduced the group who will be presenting. He 
reminded the Council that there have been several attempts to prioritize land acquisition 
in and around the Prescott area. In all cases, the Granite Dells have been identified as 
the number one priority for acquisition and protection. The Open Space Acquisition 
Committee, serving under two Mayors, remained true to that priority and allocated 
around $16 million to acquire Granite Dells properties. In order to provide a meaningful 
and lasting link between the Dells properties that have been acquired, the GDPF 
requests the City investigate the purchase of a piece of land; approximately 80 acres of 
the Granite Dells, adjacent to the historic Granite Dells Resort. The opportunity to 
purchase this property at a time when land values are at historic lows and the current 
owner wishes to see it preserved for recreational use is unprecedented and urgent. The 
GDPF is committed to the separate acquisition and management of the Granite Dells 
Resort buildings and surrounding three acres. They will remain the fiscal agent for the 
property and all associated management funds.  A collaboration of several, successful 
area non profits will join together in a fundraising and endowment building campaign to 
provide a sustainable flow of dollars to operate the lands and facilities.  
 
Walt Anderson, Professor at Prescott College, world class naturalist and photographer, 
showed pictures of the 83 acre property. The proposal is the City purchase 80 acres 
and the Foundation would purchase the 3 remaining acres. This is a legacy project.  He 
said the property is a key piece to finish the lake to lake trail system.  
 
Dan Campbell, 30 years with the Nature Conservancy and member of Granite Dells 
Preservation Foundation, said the Granite Dells is a priceless asset. We are here today 
to launch a public/private partnership to protect the Granite Dells Resort. He noted that 
Prescott is the largest land owner in the Granite Dells. The old resort connects most of 
the City owned properties. 
 
The Conservancy and Foundation hope to see the property serve as a central hub that 
will connect all of the lakes and the Dells. It will have a trail head with a visitors center 
for hikers, bikers, etc. They see it as a regional park connecting Prescott, Chino Valley 
and Prescott Valley. He said it is a landmark decision and a legacy for the Council. This 
is about protecting the Granite Dells. 
 
Dave Maurer, Executive Director of the Prescott Chamber of Commerce, said the 
Chamber is interested in this project because of how it relates to tourism and the local 
economy. The Arizona Office of Tourism did a one year study of visitors for the Prescott 
area. The survey was conducted between October of 2008 and September of 2009. 
More than 1200 visitors filled out the survey. The survey said that historical and cultural 



Prescott City Council                           
Workshop – February 5, 2013                                                                            Page  3 
 
sites were most visited, followed by hiking, shopping, and visiting forest service lands. 
The conclusion is this will play to our strengths. We encourage a current appraisal be 
conducted. 
 
Joel Hiller, on the Boards of Prescott Creeks, The Highlands Center and The 
Watershed We Want, and a former member of the Master Plan for the Watson and 
Willow Lakes, said that he is here to assure Council that the Granite Dell Partnership 
has pledged to eliminate any concerns Council may have in regards to the historic 
Granite Dells Resort and its’ buildings. They are committed to long term management 
and operation of the property. Its membership includes Prescott Creeks Association, a 
steward of Watson Woods Riparian Preserves. Their partnership with the City has 
brought $2.25 million into the community for the purpose of restoration of Watson 
Woods. The Highlands Center for Natural History sits on 80 acres of Prescott National 
Forest. They have developed a trail system and raised $3 million to build the center and 
its adjoining campus. They are currently building and funding an arboretum and 
discovery garden, in partnership with Prescott National Forest.  
 
The Dells Partnership first came together in 2011 in response to the Five Communities    
Grant Program and was referred to as The Watershed We Want. It is a statewide effort 
interested in promoting collaborative community planning. Their emphasis is on 
preservation and management of our natural resources, science education and 
economic development. With the purchase of the 80 acres by the City, the Partnership 
will pay for the master planning process for the entire 83 acres. It will involve as many 
interested group and individuals to ensure sound management. 
   
This is an opportunity to create a great public/private partnership to preserve one of 
Arizona’s great landscapes.  
 
Jason Gisi, local businessman, real estate developer and a member of the Granite Dells 
Preservation Foundation, said the property is unique and completes a previously started 
project. He noted that Thumb Butte is complete. The City would probably acquire pieces 
of Granite Dells through the annexation process if the properties were developed. The 
Worth property creates the connectivity that is needed to set up the completion of the 
project. He said there is a lot of value in the potential purchase of the land. He 
understands that the City has budgetary issues to finish developing the property.  This 
is a legacy asset that no one will regret in the future. 
 
Dan Campbell said if the City decides to move forward, The Partnership is prepared to 
do a community master planning process and add additional private partners – such as 
Yavapai Trails Association, the Access Fund, the mountain bike groups and Arizona 
Native Plant Society, to name a few. He said the county and state should also be on 
board. 
 
They will identify appropriate uses and get volunteer representation. They will take a 
design to the funding entities throughout the state, retrofit structures and create a 
parking lot and sanitation facilities. He asked Council to turn to staff to get a current 
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appraisal, outline the deal with the owner, get finance options, and appoint a 
representative to the planning effort. A strong commitment by the City would send a 
very important and strong message.   
 
Mayor Kuykendall said Mr. McConnell has been assigned to work with the group.  The 
Council cannot discuss this at a work session.   
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

A. Nancy Hans re Fire Sprinklers  
 
Nancy Hanns said she is here to offer a positive approach to fire sprinklers in private 
homes.  Currently the City of Prescott lists the topic nine times in the building permit 
package. Yavapai County has a similar listing of requirements. She said most people 
are concerned with the requirement that asks about the most remote point of the 
building greater than 150 feet from the closest point on a fire apparatus access 
roadway (street) or fire lane. If the fire hydrants are close to that building lot and all of 
the other areas are okay then the owner is required to have a sprinkler system. 
Contractors are concerned with new homes and the cost involved. She is asking 
Council to review the amendments to the current fire sprinkler amendments, when they 
come to Council for approval, to allow a new single family building permit to follow the 
same requirements as the Yavapai Fire District.  We need to be business friendly.   
 
Councilman Blair said the review of the current code needs to be done. Councilman 
Lamerson asked if staff is in the process of rewriting the codes.  Mr. McConnell said the 
City is in process of updating codes for Building and Safety and Fire. There will be a 
meeting and code presentations in February and March and Council will consider code 
adoption in April. There is opportunity to address this topic in the upcoming months.  
 
Councilman Scamardo said it is regressive and the cost is much higher for a modest 
home. He likes the idea of keeping the 5,000 square feet. He said they need to look at 
driveways, as well.  
 
III. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Wastewater Pre-Treatment Program Update 
 
Mark Nietupski, Public Works Director, presented. He said they have worked to develop 
some requirements of the program that are mandated by federal and state law.  He 
discussed the required elements of the program: 
 

• Sewers 
• Local limits 
• Enforcement Response Plan: Prescott will be in compliance with the law, 

improve effluent water quality that is discharged into the aquifer and industrial 
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users will undergo a permitting process. Commercial users will be given a survey 
that will be ongoing for months.  

 
• Fundamental Goal is to the reduce the appearances of spills and overflows into 

the environment and avoid environmental contamination.   
 
Mayor Kuykendall asked if anyone would be grandfathered. Mr. Nietupski said no. All 
industrial users will have to go through this process to understand what level of 
permitting they will need to be assigned and whether or not they need to implement 
pretreatment. The pretreatment would be done on the premises, prior to being 
introduced into the City’s collection system.  
 
Mr. Nietupski said penalties for violations could be $25,000.00 per day, but the 
enforcement plan is structured to encourage people to participate in a responsible and 
reasonable manner.  He said that there would be a lot of interactive involvement with 
the community in order to implement the program.  
 

B. Mark Woodfill - Fiscal Year 2013 Mid-Year Budget Report 
 
Mark Woodfill, Finance Director, gave a PowerPoint presentation reviewing year-to-
date expenditures, budgets by department, and various funds (General, Open Space, 
Transient Occupancy Tax, Impact Fees, Water, Wastewater, Solid Waste, Airport, Golf 
Course). 

 
Mr. McConnell showed a PowerPoint presentation that covered: 
 

• Looking Ahead to Fiscal Year 2014 
• Initial Estimates of Significant Revenue and Expenditure Items to be Reflected in 

the FY14 General Fund Budget 
• A Pay Plan Adjustment – What Would it Cost? 
• FY 14 Action Plan/Key Initiatives (City Overall) 
• FY2014 Budget Process  

 
He noted that it is time to start defining an airport area/economic development vision 
and strategies integrating inside the fence, the facilities master plan, privately owned 
properties and Embry Riddle. 
 
The City would also like to focus on updating the tourism development approach and 
discuss the next level and the mechanisms for investment funding. He said they would 
like to transition from General Fund support but there are constraints concerning 
available rooms for big events. He noted the need for a dialogue with the Board of 
Supervisors concerning areas of mutual interest with funding components. 
 
The review of public safety response models, in particular, fire suppression and 
Emergency Medical Services, to identify cost reduction opportunities, was the most 
sensitive item on the list. He said the topic needs to be addressed objectively. 
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Mr. Woodfill went over the deadlines for the budget process and noted that the public 
hearings would be in June with the final adoption of the budget in July.  
 
Councilman Blair asked if it would be any good for the City to have our Attorney write a 
letter to the State to let them know that we cannot afford the shortfalls of public safety 
retirement funds. This is not fair to the other employees in the City.  Mr. McConnell said 
this is a topic where a unified voice of municipalities is better, but that voice is not 
always unified.   
 
IV. REPORTS 
 

A. Board/Commission Liaison Reports 
 
Councilman Blair said the water committees are fired up and began meeting at the 
beginning of the year. He had meetings with Northern Arizona Municipal Water Users 
Association (NAMWUA) and the Yavapai County Water Advisory Committee (WAC). 
The WAC will have a planning session the beginning of March to discuss their mission 
statement.  
 
Councilman Scamardo said the General Plan had gone to various departments for 
review.  
 
Councilman Lamerson said the Council Appointments Committee has filled the Library 
and Parks and Recreation Boards. The Impact Fee group is slowly moving forward. 
 
Councilman Kuknyo:  

• Did a ride along with Battalion Chief Moser and had dinner at Engine 71’s house. 
• He noted that the bids are in for the Granite Lake projects and would be coming 

to Council in February.  
• Trail building is underway on the Hazelwood Open Space Property in the Dells. 
• The 2013 tournament schedule will be done by the end of January which will 

include another National Softball tournament.  
• The winter Parks and Recreation newsletter was posted on the website and can 

be picked up at the library and Grace Sparks Activity Center.  
• The requests for grants were in with Acker Trust.  
• Prescott Downtown Partnership (PDP) has a new map and schedule is up in the 

kiosks and will be canvassing the downtown area to make the business listings 
more current. He said that the Parks and Recreation Department will work with 
PDP to make sure that the downtown area is not overwhelmed with events on 
any given day.  

• Central Yavapai Metropolitan Planning Organization met with Arizona 
Department of Transportation continuing the effort to find money for the .8 mile of 
Highway 69. He noted that it is going well.  

• He attended the Rural Transportation Summit in Phoenix and may have found 
money for the Highway 89 from Ruger Road to 89A project.  
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• He noted that there is a new Airport manager, Jeff Tripp, who is an Embry-Riddle 
graduate. The next General Plan meeting is February 13, 2013 at 4:00. He 
encouraged the public to attend.  

 
Councilman Carlow: 

• Reported we do not know how much is available for Community Developments 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds this year, but the estimate is about $220,000.00. He 
said approximately 12 requests were received last month. There will be a public 
hearing on March 26, 2013 and presented to Council on April 9, 2013.  

• The Hospital Board of Electors has one vacancy.  
• The Fire Board of Appeals is looking at new code adoption changes.  
• He noted that Northern Arizona Council of Governments (NACOG) had two good 

workshops at the end of December with 80-100 people in attendance.  They 
looked at the four sectors that have been developed. He said that he was seeing 
a lot of connection between the sectors and synergy between the groups. 

 
Councilman Lamerson noted that the Fire Board of Appeals needs one more volunteer 
and thanked all the volunteers who have stepped up. 

 
B. Legislative Update 

 
Mr. McConnell addressed House Bill 2338 which pertains to Regional Water 
Augmentation Authorities. He said the authorities will be voluntary partnerships among 
public and private entities to be able to access a revolving fund which will be operated 
by the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority of Arizona (WIFA). They will not have 
taxing authority or power of Emanate Domain.  NAMWUA has been participating in the 
creation of the bill for a number of years. If there are no objections from Council we 
recommend that the Mayor be authorized to sign a letter of support. Council 
unanimously agreed. 
 
Melissa Preston, Communications & Public Affairs Manager noted that as of today, 
1075 bills have been entered. She noted the “fast-tracking” of two funding measures 
and said no bill had been introduced for sales tax reform.  
 
HB2331 is a problematic bill that will eliminate special taxing districts and other projects 
funded by secondary property tax. She said it will impact the City’s ability to utilize 
Greater Arizona Development Authority (GADA) and WIFA funding and restricts 
revenue.  
 
SB1210 was introduced, requiring Ombudsman Citizen’s Aide to investigate allegations 
of personnel and purchasing policies in cities and towns. Prescott has a process to 
manage the complaints.  
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V. ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business to be discussed, the Prescott City Council Workshop of 
February 5, 2013, adjourned at 5:06 P.M. 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
       MARLIN D. KUYKENDALL, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
LYNN MULHALL, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 


