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PRESCOTT PRESERVATION COMMISSION                    CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
REGULAR MEETING/PUBLIC HEARING                    201 S. CORTEZ STREET 
FRIDAY, January 13, 2012                    PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 
8:00 AM                    (928) 777-1100 
  
     
The following agenda will be considered by the Prescott Preservation Commission at its 
Regular Meeting / Public Hearing to be held on Friday, January 13, 2012 in Council 
Chambers, 201 S. Cortez Street, Prescott, Arizona at 8:00 AM.  Notice of this meeting is given 
pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes, Section 38-431.02. 
 
 
   I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
  II.       ATTENDANCE 

Members 
  

           Elisabeth Ruffner, Chairman  
           Mike Todd, Vice Chairman    Seymour Petrovsky 
           Russ Buchanan   Doug Stroh   
           John Langellier   Lee Vega 

 
 
 III. REGULAR AGENDA 
  

1. Consider approval of the minutes of the December 9, 2011 meeting. 
 

2. HP11-023, 702 E Gurley St.  Historic Preservation District #11, Prescott Armory.  
APN:  114-04-044.  Request approval for removal of the existing failing rock wall, 
and replacement with a native rock armored 2:1 slope and new chain link fence.  
Applicant is City of Prescott, Parks and Recreation Department.   Historic 
Preservation Specialist, Cat Moody. 
 

3. HP12-001, 119 S Cortez St.  Historic Preservation District #1, Courthouse Plaza.  
APN:  109-01-016.  Request to remove old non-historic "ski-jump" awnings from the 
Otis Building.  Applicant is DJ Buttke, business owner is Fred Lindquist.   Historic 
Preservation Specialist, Cat Moody. 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                           

The City of Prescott endeavors to make all public meetings accessible to persons with disabilities.  With 48 hours advance 
notice, special assistance can also be provided for sight and/or hearing impaired persons at public meetings.  Please call 928-
777-1100 (voice) or (TDD) to request an accommodation to participate in the meeting. 
 

 
 

 
IV.   GOALS FOR COMMISSION FOR THE YEAR 2012 
 
 
V. UPDATE OF CURRENT EVENTS OR OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE   

 
 

VI.   ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATION OF POSTING OF NOTICE 
 
The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing notice was duly posted at Prescott City Hall 
and on the City’s website on January 6,2012 at 4:00 PM in accordance with the statement filed with the 
City Clerk’s Office. 
 
 
Suzanne Derrryberry, Administrative Assistant 
Community Development Department 
  
 
 



 

  PRESCOTT PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 REGULAR MEETING / PUBLIC HEARING  
 DECEMBER 9, 2011 
  PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 
  
MINUTES OF THE OF THE PRESCOTT PRESERVATION COMMISSION REGULAR 
MEETING / PUBLIC HEARING held on DECEMBER 9, 2011 at 8:00 A.M. in COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS located at 201 S. Cortez Street, Prescott, Arizona. 
 
 
   I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Chairman Ruffner called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
  II.       ATTENDANCE 
  
  

MEMBERS PRESENT          STAFF PRESENT 
Elisabeth Ruffner, Chairman George Worley, Planning Manager 
Mike Todd, Vice Chairman Cat Moody, Preservation Specialist 
Russ Buchanan            Joe Baynes, Parks & Recreation Director 
Seymour Petrovsky Kathy Dudek, Grants Administrator &    
Doug Stroh    Secretary to the Commission 
Lee Vega Suzanne Derryberry, Administrative Specialist 
  
MEMBERS ABSENT COUNCIL PRESENT 
John Langellier            Charlie Arnold, Council Liaison 

 
 
III. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

1.   Consider approval of the minutes of the November 18, 2011 meeting. 
 
      Mr. Petrovsky, MOTION:  to approve the minutes of the November 18, 2011 
      meeting.  Mr. Stroh, 2nd.  Vote:  6-0. 
 
2. HP11-023, 702 E Gurley St.  Historic Preservation District #11, Prescott Armory.   

APN:  114-04-044.  Request approval for removal and salvage of existing failing rock 
wall, and replacement with a native rock armored 2:1 slope and new chain link fence.  
Applicant is City of Prescott, Parks and Recreation Department.   Historic Preservation 
Specialist, Cat Moody. 

 
Ms. Moody reviewed the staff report and indicated: 
▪  the property is located in the Prescott Armory Historic District; 
▪  the subject wall is located on the northwest corner of Ken Lindley Field along 
   Washington Street; 
▪  the park was developed as part of the depression-era construction at the end of  
   1939; 
▪  the wall was not part of the New Deal construction; 
▪  the present wall was most likely constructed during the 1950s or 1960s; 
▪  the wall is in a state of advanced deterioration; 
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▪  in 2009 the wall condition became a public safety hazard, a safety fence was 
   installed and a section of the sidewalk was closed; 
▪  prior to 2009, engineering assessments were made to determine what needed to be 
   done to mitigate the wall; 
▪  the cost of mitigating the wall, after the assessments were made, was too high for 
   the City to consider; 
▪  the proposal is to remove the rock wall and stockpile the stone for future rebuilding 
   of the wall; 
▪  as a temporary measure to be able to reopen the sidewalk, a 2:1 slope angled back 
   and moving the fence to the east is proposed; 
▪  the proposal also includes using native rock to armor the slope to prevent soil runoff; 
▪  at a future date, when funding becomes available, the stockpiled rock would be used 
   to reconstruct the wall; and, 
▪  the Parks and Recreation director is present to answer questions. 
 
Mr. Stroh indicated the prohibitive cost of removing mortar from the rocks to be 
stockpiled and feels the replacement wall will never be funded.  A suggestion would be 
to use a rock fence in front of the wall, like the one used at the Wal-Mart on Gail 
Gardner Way, using a similar circular pattern that picks up the shape of the rocks.  The 
mitigation would need structural engineering for the safety element of the design.  A 
vertical, see-through fence and removing a portion of the sidewalk would be 
necessary.  Both Mr. Todd and Mr. Vega concur with Mr. Stroh’s suggestion. 
 
Mr. Joe Baynes, Parks and Recreation director, answered queries from the 
commission members: 
▪  at the present time he does not have engineering specs; 
▪  the wall is leaning between 9” and 12” in some places; 
▪  the wall was constructed using tiebacks and rebar which have deteriorated; 
▪  the amount budgeted for the work for this project is $25,000; 
▪  the budgeted amount includes disassembling the wall, installing rip-rap and a new 
   fence at the top of the slope, it does not include prepping the stone for reuse later;  
▪  the city manager has not been approached with an on-going budget proposal for this 
   project; 
▪  the project specifically mentioned by Mr. Stroh has not been looked at; and, 
▪  since the wall was deemed a safety concern in 1998, the safety issue is paramount 
   at this time. 
 
Mr. Todd suggested that this item be tabled to allow for additional research.  Mr. Stroh 
concurred. 
 
Chairman Ruffner noted that the City and the Parks and Recreation Department 
should be including restoration money in the yearly budgeting process.  Storing rocks 
for 50 years is not what she envisions.  She suggests a multi-phased project with an 
allocation each year for the replacement.  
 
Mr. Stroh, MOTION:  to defer HP11-023, 702 E. Gurley Street, to the January 13, 
2012 meeting at 8:00 a.m. to enable the City to research alternative mitigation of the 
rock wall per Mr. Stroh’s recommendation as well as any other alternatives that may 
be viable.  Mr. Petrovsky, 2nd.  Vote:  6-0. 
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IV. GOALS FOR COMMISSION FOR THE YEAR 2012 
 

Chairman Ruffner reviewed the 2011 Goals.  She noted that a yearly effort needs to be 
made under Goal 6 regarding Arizona tax credits.  Goal 3 will change to add the Prescott 
Statewide Historic Preservation Conference in 2012 and be revised to include the date of 
the 2012 Archaeology Expo. 
 
Mr. Buchanan offered to continue with the follow-up program, Goal 4, to monitor and 
report on the results of projects reviewed by the Prescott Preservation Commission.  Ms. 
Moody suggested that the projects be divided among the commissioners and will provide 
a list of project addresses at the January meeting.    
 
Ms. Moody indicated that Goal 6, outreach program for Arizona tax credits, should be 
completed in 2012. 
 
Ms. Moody noted that Goal 5, a National Register nomination for the two buildings and 
one structure at the Rodeo Grounds, has not been done.  Ms. Moody noted that money 
has been budgeted for the Master Plan, a step prior to the nomination process. 
 
Chairman Ruffner noted that as part of the Centennial, there is a state commitment to 
continue the Centennial throughout 2012. 
 
Chairman Ruffner offered that there is no interest to amend the Elks Opera House 
National Register nomination.  The City Preservation Ordinance needs to be amended to 
call out the interior as a protected space; therefore, Chairman Ruffner would like to add 
Goal 7, a single, overlay ordinance for the interior to call out the historic, restored interior 
qualities of the Elks Opera House.  The guidelines would be laid out for any future 
changes to the interior. 
 
Chairman Ruffner would like to add Goal 8, an update to the Historic Preservation Master 
Plan (HPMP).  Mr. Guice noted that the intention is to have the HPMP updated in house.  
Ms. Moody added that the new historic districts will be added to the master plan.  She will 
bring a modified goal list to the PPC meeting in January. 

 
 

V. UPDATE OF CURRENT EVENTS OR OTHER ITEMS OF NOTE   
 
 Ms. Moody noted that tonight is Acker Night and encouraged everyone to attend from 
            5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 
   VI.   ADJOURNMENT 
 
           Chairman Ruffner adjourned the meeting at 9:17 a.m.  

 
 
 

     __________________________ 
     Elisabeth Ruffner, Chairman 

 
Kathy Dudek, Administrative Assistant 
Community Development Department 











  

Draft: Goals 2012 

Prescott Preservation Commission 
2012 Goals 

 
 

 
1. Continue to promote Prescott’s Preservation Programs.  

 
2. Participate in and support 2012 Historic Preservation Month (May) activities including  

a. Sharlot Hall Museum programs, Historic Preservation awards, etc.  
b. Elisabeth Ruffner Award  - optional (Commission committee, Ruffner and Moody) 
c. Awards for stewardship*  (Commission committee and Cat Moody) 
d. Awards for preservation*  (Commission committee and Cat Moody) 
 

3. Host and support the Statewide Historic Preservation Conference to be held in Prescott 
June 13-15th 2012. 
 

4. Co-host and support the State Archeology Expo with BLM at the Aqua Fria National 
Monument. 
 

5. Continue the follow-up program to monitor and report on the results of projects which are    
reviewed by the Preservation Commission. 

 
 
6. Conduct an outreach program for owner occupied residential national register properties not 

receiving the State of Arizona tax credit. 
 

7. Develop a Historic Overlay District for the interior of the Elks Theatre to protect the 
renovation work that was concluded in 2010. 
 

8. Initiate the Historic Preservation Master Plan Update. 
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