
          PRESCOTT CITY COUNCIL 
   REGULAR VOTING MEETING 
   TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2009   
   PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 
  
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR VOTING MEETING OF THE PRESCOTT CITY 
COUNCIL held on TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2009 in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
located at CITY HALL, 201 SOUTH CORTEZ STREET, Prescott, Arizona. 
   

 CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Wilson called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. 
 

 INTRODUCTIONS  
 

 INVOCATION:   
  

Father John Peck gave the invocation. 
    

  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:     
 
 Councilwoman Lopas introduced the Civil Air Patrol Cadets who led the Council 

and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. Stacy Gonzales then introduced the 
cadets. 

 
  ROLL CALL:    

 
  PRESENT:      ABSENT: 
  

Mayor Wilson     None 
Councilman Bell    
Councilman Lamerson   
Councilwoman Lopas 
Councilman Luzius 
Councilman Roecker   
Councilwoman Suttles 

 
 SUMMARY OF CURRENT OR RECENT EVENTS 

    
Mayor Wilson stated that AP&S came in with a good bid this week for the Side 
Road Traffic Interchange, substantially under what was expected. He said that 
they were a reliable contractor and was certified by ADOT. 

 
I. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

A. Carol Wilson re day laborers on Lincoln/Grove. 
     

Carol Wilson said that she has a business located at 347 Lincoln Avenue, 
and discussed the crowd at Lincoln and Grove every morning.  She said 
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that it has a direct impact on her revenues. She is not alone in this 
complaint. She is nervous for children walking past the crowd and has lost 
many female clients.   

      
She is tired of the Dexter Neighborhood being treated like an unwanted 
stepchild.  Her customers ask daily what the city is doing about the guys 
on the corner. She request that the city do its job and disburse the crowd 
daily.  She suggested that the men get moved to Sheldon and Motezuma.  
    
Councilwoman Suttles asked Ms. Wilson what her business was. Carol 
Wilson replied that it is an automotive repair center. Councilwoman Suttles 
asked Chief Oaks what his enforcement effort was on this matter. 

  
Chief Oaks stated that nothing has changed regarding the legal opinions 
and how far they can go with enforcement. The signs are posted for the 
private property. It is not unlawful to stand on the city property.  
 
Councilwoman Suttles asked if the numbers were going up because of the 
economy. Chief Oaks did not know, he was surprised that there were so 
many guys there, especially in the cold weather. 
 
Councilwoman Suttles asked if there was anything that he could do to help 
Ms. Wilson. Chief Oaks said that she could sit down with the Deputy Chief 
or the Patrol Commander to get specific information – times, most 
frequent occurrence and try to get an officer there more often. 
     
Councilman Luzius acknowledged to the Chief and Ms. Wilson that he has 
seen these conditions. He can look back to the old days with the 
Minuteman who kept them on one side of the street – now they are on 
both sides of the streets. When the street is closed off, they are in the 
street. He has been accosted by them before. He had six of them jump 
into his truck. He does not know what to do, but it should be more than 
they are doing. 
  

B. Frank Creelman re 1) performance of Police Department; 2) criminal 
damage & threat to kill someone by citizen; 3) traffic circulation during 
parades; and 4) Chief Oaks’ attendance at court case. 

 
Mr. Creelman was not present. 

 
C. Citizens Water Advocacy Group representative, Howard Mechanic on 

“Who will pay for the Big Chino Pipeline?” 
    
Howard Mechanic, 309 Bloom Place, said that the issues are very detailed 
and he only has five minutes. The City Council and public are invited to 
get more information on this issue and related issues regarding the Big 
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Chino and Verde River. He said that tomorrow night there will be a 
committee forum at 5:30 at Prescott College Crossroads Center. The 
question for the City is who will pay for the Big Chino Pipeline. They may 
answer, 20% of the cost allocated to rate payers because part of the 
project will help them reach safe yield.  CWAG believes that this allocation 
is reasonable, ASSUMING there is a workable mitigation plan in place 
before construction and other issues are resolved.  The problem is they 
are concerned because they have heard that Prescott may consider 
breaking this allocation policy and requiring the public to guarantee much 
more than 20% of the project. The City of Prescott does not need Big 
Chino Water to serve growth within the city limits. Prescott currently has 
around 3,200 acre feet of water in its assured water supply portfolio; more 
than twice the amount needed. 
 
Who needs the Big Chino Water? He said that they may answer that the 
potential annexation areas need this water. They do not know if these 
areas will ever annex and when, and if so, when they will start building 
homes and pay impact fees.  He asked what happens if they build the 
pipeline and pay before homes are built. The City of Prescott will have to 
pay even though the water is not used by anyone. They could have a 
pipeline to nowhere if no one is using the water. Under this scenario the 
City of Prescott will be begging the landowners to agree to be annexed.  
The City of Prescott can solve the dilemma with this proposal to potential 
land owners. If they want the water they need to guarantee the payment 
for the 80%. If they will not, they will not proceed with pipeline. This is fair 
because the potential annexation tracts include two large tracts totaling 
about 24,000 acres owned by 3 landowners. If areas were annexed, Big 
Chino water would provide the necessary water for about 13,000 homes 
on about 10,000 acres, increasing the value of their land. Because owners 
are looking at a financial gain, it is only fair that they take a substantial 
amount of risk for payment for the pipeline. The City is rushing ahead with 
the Big Chino project even though it will not be needed for many years. 
The public deserves to know how it will be paid.  He was asking the City of 
Prescott what financial risks they will be asking the public to take and why 
they should take the risks. He asked that people tell Jim Holt that only fees 
guaranteed by growth should pay the 80%. 
   
Councilman Luzius stated to Mr. Mechanic that he had mentioned 20% 
and 80% and wanted to know how he came to that.  Mr. Mechanic said 
that it was a policy established by City Council. He said that they have 
already had expenses for the Big Chino project – buying the ranch 
property and since then, expenses coming in. He thinks they could be 
spending $1,000/day on legal fees. Councilman Luzius asked if the 
citizens would pay the whole 100% if there was no growth. Mr. Mechanic 
said that was their concern.   
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Councilman Lamerson stated that several years ago there was a study 
that the taxpayers paid for on what portion of dollars/cents paid for 
alternative water should be for new growth and which part should be for 
safe yield. He did not set the policy for the City of Prescott. It was 
presented through engineering and voted on by City Council. 

 
II. PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. Update on the Big Chino Water Ranch Project by Jim Holt. 
   

Mr. Holt gave an update on the Big Chino Water Ranch Project which 
addressed the following: 

  
Arizona Department of Water Resources – Assured Water Supply 

modification appeals process – Hearing has been set on February 9-11, 
2009 conducted at Yavapai College in Prescott.  The Office of 
Administrative Hearing will include that hearing and make 
recommendations to the Arizona Department of Water Resources on 
preliminary decision to modify their assured water supply.  The 
Department of Water Resources will either, accept, reject or modify those 
recommendations and issue a final decision to the city regarding that 
application. 

 
 Easement acquisitions – those that previously came before Council 

have all closed. They will be bringing additional easement transactions to 
them in February. 

 
 Public Information & Coordination – The City of Prescott and Prescott 

Valley are continuing to provide the best information to the Council 
decision makers and the public. They provide briefings for all media, and 
policy makers. 

 
 Public-Private Partnerships – PPPS or P3s – there were eight meetings 

during week of January 12. They met with 8 of the 13 firms that submitted 
interest statements to the City of Prescott request.  The firms they met 
with were Bidler Water Co., Aqua Water, Bernard Contractors, Query 
Capitol, EPCOR, Global and ING. Participants included mayors from both 
communities, the City and Town Managers, Deputy City Manager from the 
City of Prescott, Utilities Manager from Prescott Valley, Water Resource 
Managers and four Councilpersons. The Finance Director from the City of 
Prescott also participated. 

 
 Next steps - Staff is working on report of those meetings and there has 

been discussion of a joint Council session with Prescott Valley.   
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 Expenditures to date - $34.7 mil., same as when last reported.  The 
intergovernmental agreement has a cost allocation of 54.1% for the City of 
Prescott – 45.19 % for Prescott Valley. Purchase of property for water 
ranch constitutes about 67% of that expenditure. About 22% was with 
respect to design and engineering of the pipeline. 

 
 Historical Perspective – Within the mid 1970’s the City of Prescott 

began looking at the opportunity to import water from adjoining 
groundwater basin.  The availability study was conducted in 1977.  In 
1980, The Groundwater Management Act was established which created 
a regulatory environment with respect to groundwater. In 1983 the City of 
Prescott acquired an allocation of the Central Arizona Project. In 1991 
state legislature enacted the Groundwater Transportation Act, which 
placed a prohibition on the transportation of groundwater across basin 
boundaries, with an exemption for the City of Prescott, giving them access 
to the Big Chino.   

 
In 1994 the Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe Water Rights Settlement Act 
was finalized. It allowed for the transfer for that CAP allocation that the 
City of Prescott and the Yavapai Tribe held and created the exchange for 
the Big Chino Groundwater. Between 1995 and 2004 the City of Prescott 
looked throughout the Big Chino, including some explorations in the 
Williamson Valley portion and upper Big Chino Basin and Paulden. In 
2004 the City purchased the Big Chino Water Ranch, a part of JW 
Keikeifer Foundation. Beginning in 2005 they began extensive hydrologic 
design and engineering groundwater modeling investigations. They have 
drilled observation holes, test wells, and monitoring wells.  He believes 
they have proceeded in a deliberate, methodical fashion. 

    
Councilwoman Suttles said to Mr. McConnell that a statement was made 
that a possibility existed that the City of Prescott would charge more than 
their 20% on their water part, and asked him to clarify.   Mr. McConnell 
stated that the basis for 20% allocation is an estimate of the demand 
corresponding to existing customers and how they fit into a long term safe-
yield water management strategy. That came out of Herb Dishlip’s 
presentations. That 20% was determined at that time. There has been no 
movement on that 20%.  As soon as Arizona Department of Water 
Resources issues its final order, then they will commence formulation of a 
long term water management policy and look at different scenarios for 
safe-yield and what the appropriate obligation of existing and new growth 
might be.  There is no draft, no alternative, policy to change that.  

  
 Councilwoman Suttles said that when she attended the P3 meetings, she 
found from that meeting just how valuable water is.  With them looking at 
this, they had 8 companies out of 13 come in and talk about what they felt 
they could do for Prescott and Prescott Valley. With that dollar sign out 
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there, she is looking at using this water as an incentive to the annexations 
coming in. They are not giving this away. She is feeling that some of that 
information that is out there is not quiet on the money. 

   
  Mr. McConnell stated that they need to restate that there is a project 

partner – City of Prescott and Prescott Valley - 54/46. They have not been 
discussing the needs of Prescott Valley. They have a different water 
situation than the City of Prescott. Prescott Valley is not an assured water 
provider.  That goes into the equation of financing, and water demand and 
justification for the Big Chino Project in a major way.  

  
The second point is that it must pencil out. They are not there today, and 
have not been at the point of making it pencil out. There are all kinds of 
things to be considered.  It has been methodically developed and will 
continue to be. That is when those decisions will be made. The P3 
process, an alternative as a delivery and operation of this project, is 
interesting because there are approaches out there that would not obligate 
the City of Prescott to incur debt. There are alternatives that may or may 
not prove to be feasible.  They should not assume that the City of Prescott 
will have to stand behind bonds. It is not certain at this time.  It is much 
more complicated than just a couple of statements.  

    
Mayor Wilson stated that regarding 80/20, it is a short term water policy 
that was approved by Council; he has no knowledge of anybody saying 
anything about changing that policy. The statement by Mr. Mechanic of 
CWAG is an assumption – he would take it as a chicken little, the sky is 
falling speech. 
   
Councilman Luzius asked Mr. Holt if there were any minutes taken at the 
meetings. Mr. Holt said that the meetings were conducted; they did not 
take official minutes although members took notes. Firms that came 
brought briefing documents with them. Mayor Wilson said that he took 
notes and provided them to Mr. Holt.  

   
Councilman Bell asked if they will interview the other 5 of the 13. Mr. Holt 
said that this was not an exercise that he would characterize as an 
interview. No one is in and no one is out. These firms demonstrated an 
expertise in public private partnership. They were invited to come to the 
City of Prescott to share information that they had and to learn about the 
project. There was no ranking or qualification. No pass/fail. 
   
Councilman Luzius asked Mr. Holt if they will get a list of the people that 
have been talked to. Mr. Holt said that he could get a list to the entire 
Council.  Councilman Luzius said that he would like a copy of the timeline 
that he did on his project overview. 
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Councilman Lamerson stated that he appreciates Mr. Holt’s memory with 
regard to short term versus long term water policy. Two things were 
looked at:  1) Alternative Water Supply to import to reach safe yield.  The 
80/20% had to do with that assigned for development purposes for 
housing.  2) Five year policy issue, the short term policy, had to do with 
20% assigned to affordable housing. 

    
Mr. McConnell said that there are two 80/20’s. One is for the Big Chino 
Project; the other is in the short term water policy pertaining to an 
allocation to workforce housing - market housing.  It is the same ratio, but 
two different places.    

    
Councilman Bell addressed Mr. Holt by saying that they have been mining 
water for about 10 years and charged with reaching safe yield by 2025. 
When a group or individual makes a suggestion that they will not proceed 
with the pipeline now, he asked what would happen with safe yield. If they 
do not do the pipeline, he asked how they would reach safe yield. Mr. Holt 
said that he does not believe it is possible, nor do most others, to achieve 
safe yield without some other alternative supply of water. At one point, 
additional conservation efforts within the service area may have worked. As 
the communities have continued to grow, the deficit has only gotten larger. 
He does not believe that they can achieve that state mandated goal without 
some imported supply of water. Currently they only have authorization from 
the Big Chino. 
    
Councilman Luzius stated that there is a procedure called macro water 
harvesting that could be employed out in the Big Chino Basin, and it would 
be a way to address safe yield. He asked if they had ever done anything 
with that. Mr. Holt said that there are some water harvesting techniques 
that they could employ and would be interested in learning more about.   
Water harvesting in the Big Chino does not directly address the safe yield 
issues. 
  
Mayor Wilson said that this question has to do with how they can get more 
water into the aquifer and comes up under the auspices of the Upper Verde 
River Protection Coalition and has to do with the mitigation in the Big Chino 
area and not safe yield. 
 

B.  Introduction of new businesses. 
    
Susan Cohen, representing the Prescott Chamber of Commerce, then 
introduced new businesses in Prescott, and each gave a brief outline of 
their business: 

    
Communication Skills for Life, Richard Moore 928.925.2955      

davestwin@aol.com. 
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Roosters -  Tony DeRose, General Manager, 333 S. Montezuma  Open 

7 days a week 7a.m. - 3p.m.  They serve breakfast and lunch – breakfast 
all day Saturday and Sunday.  The business offers take out and delivery – 
deliver in local area.  

    
High Noon Toastmasters, Sandy Shaffer invited everyone in the room to 

visit the club which meets 12 noon every Wednesday at the Masonic Hall. 
They are the most fun environment to learn communication and leadership 
skills. She suggested that they Google High Noon Toastmasters to locate 
them. For any Veteran of the Iraqi or Afghanistan conflict, all of the 
Toastmasters Clubs in Prescott offer a free one full year membership. 

 
Network Automotive – Jim McLeod, Manager. Full service auto repair 

facility. As of October, the name changed. The owners have 3 stores in 
Prescott Valley. 233 Grove Ave., across from Prescott College on Grove 
and Sheldon.  Phone – 928-717-0689.  jim@networkautomotive.com. 

 
C.* Presentation by El Salvador’s Honorary Consult Enrique Melendez on 

Suchitoto El Salvador Update. 
     

Honorary Consul Enrique Melendez thanked the Council for allowing him 
to be on the agenda.  Once a year the Foreign Ministry asks that he 
makes a request to the government where they have a Sister City. There 
are two Sister Cities in the state of Arizona, Prescott and Fountain Hills.  
He wanted to thank some of the people in the past years. First of all, God 
for giving him health and energy to fulfill the diplomatic post; Mayor 
Wilson, on behalf of his country he wished him a happy birthday and many 
more; Councilman Bob Roecker, who stepped up to the plate over a year 
ago when they were under some critique and was very helpful in 
becoming the Chairman of their Suchitoto Committee; the Granddame of 
Prescott, Elisabeth Ruffner also stepped up; Bob Greninger, Dora 
Bergeon and Ed Williams were all very helpful; a special lady by the name 
of Tammy Linn, who is relentless in her time that she gives to the 
community and was elected President this coming year for the Suchitoto 
group. He said that she did and outstanding job in raising money for the 
Prescott Park – Tile Project.  Patti Crouse is behind the scenes and is 
always very helpful and professional.  Sharon Bell became the Secretary 
for the Suchitoto Committee. There are about 40 members now.  He also 
thanked the media who has been very good to their efforts. 
 
Political update: On January 18, 2009 they had the Mayoral and 
congressional elections in the country. Congressional election came out 
with the Communist Party at 35 and the Conservative Party at 32. The 
mayors were evenly split throughout the country. The interesting part, for 
12 years the major city of San Salvador has been under Communist 



Prescott City Council  
Regular Voting Meeting – January 27, 2009                                                        Page 9 
 

Mayoral rule and they were defeated.  That was a good move which will 
launch the national presidential election to favor the conservative party.  
 
Their economy is like the global economy, as the US suffers, so does 
Latin America. The effect on unemployment is 7.7% which is a 1% raise 
during past year. The Central American Free Trade Agreement which 
passed in Congress last year says that companies like Ford and GM could 
send parts to El Salvador, but that has been cut 70-80%. There are only 
two countries that are investing in El Salvador heavily--Germany and Italy, 
where they are putting money into environmental issues, water quality and 
education. 
 
At the end of this year, President Saka said that he would withdraw troops 
from Iraq after serving since 2003. They had sent 11 different battalions. 
While they were not engaged in heavy fighting, they were given the 
assignment of doing 350 reconstruction projects which were impacting 7 
million Iraqis. The project cost was $26 million, which was borne by the 
United States and Great Britain. When he was there 1 1 /2 years ago he 
took the President a football and baseball cap. He had a message to give 
to the Mayor, Council and the rest of the community - Go Cardinals. 
 
The Sister City Program has a set of by laws. This year they had a 
Prescott Park Celebration during which many members came and visited 
the booth.  On July of 2008 a group of members headed by then Mayor 
Pro Tem Suttles, Councilwoman Lora Lopas and Mr. Norwood and Chief 
Oaks, came down and spent 7 days and attended the 150th anniversary of 
Suchitoto. It was very endearing to him to see Dawn Oaks and Shelly 
Norwood who went out into the streets with gifts for children. Chief Oaks 
was exemplary as an officer and was invited to meet with head the 
National Security and Intelligence for the country.  Upon meeting him, the 
head of security gave them a one hour presentation.  Chief Oaks should 
be commended. He will be invited to the country again. 
 
About a year ago, Dr. Will Fisher from Yavapai College and he met. They 
wanted to bring the Choral Group to El Salvador from the college to sing 
at the National Palace of Fine Arts at the Museum of Fine Arts. The last 
concert in the open theater, built in 1642 in Suchitoto. The program was 
put on hold because of elections coming up in March. Many cabinet 
officers that they are dealing with will change. 
 
They need to complete their commitment that was made two and ½ years 
ago to raise $14,000 to start the Prescott Children Park. They need 
$10,000 by February 20, and he challenged the City Council, civic 
associations, banks, churches, schools, Chamber, and the media to help 
them reach that $10,000. He said that February 20 is important because 
after meeting with Mayor Wilson and Steve Norwood, the Foreign Minister 
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of El Salvador will be in Prescott to meet with Mayor Wilson and Council 
on February 20, 2009. What a great gift it would be to hand her that 
$10,000 check.  

 
Two weeks ago President Obama visited his State Department. As they 
develop these strategic alliances throughout the world, he said, “The 
diplomatic relations that we will pursue under the State Department with 
other countries will be a vital part of my administration.”  The Mayor and 
Council members have started that by having sister cities in two countries, 
Mexico and El Salvador, and he encourages them to continue that 
commitment. 

 
D. Presentation of Disney commercial. 
 

Darrell Willis said that awhile back the Disney Channel was looking to start 
a few two minutes “shorts”, called “What’s Alive”. They went throughout 
the country looking for educators, firefighters, and families that could fill 
the bill.  They were getting ready to teach at the Arizona Wildfire 
Academy, and Conrad Jackson’s name was put in the hat. Disney 
Channel did some research and flew a film crew in a couple different 
times.  This family was chosen as one of five throughout the US for one of 
the two minute shorts, which was then viewed at the meeting. 
     
Mr. Jackson noted that it was a privileged to be chosen. The film crew was 
outstanding to work with.   
 
Councilman Roecker asked Mr. Jackson what his kid’s favorite ride was at 
Disneyland.  They said the Matterhorn and the Teacups. 
 
Enrique Melendez said that he had asked Tammy Linn to join him for a 
presentation, which they meant to do earlier on the agenda. Tammy Linn 
said that she was there today for a couple of reasons. When the 
nominating committee asked her to be first President Chair, she really 
thought about it. She consulted her husband. She said that she started 
Character Counts in Arizona, and the posters are in schools now in 
El Salvador. A person’s true character is defined by the decisions and 
choices that that person makes to help those that really do not know 
someone or cannot help them in any way. She wanted to thank Bob 
Greninger because he has been a leader to them with Caborca, and he 
has been a mentor. She agreed to accept this position knowing that he 
would be in their life. She said they wanted to say special recognition to 
Mayor Simmons, Manager Norwood and Councilman Roecker for their 
vision. It is hard to start something from scratch. Without vision of these 
men and councilmen/woman serving today, they would not have a 
Suchitoto Sister City Committee.    
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After an earthquake and war the children in Suchitoto did not have a park. 
That started the Prescott Park Tile Project. They are still selling tiles, just 
give a $25 donation. Their vision is to have the tiles at the entrance of the 
park.    
 
They then presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Bob Roecker for his 
work with the Suchitoto Sister City organization. 
   

III. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

CONSENT ITEMS A THROUGH F LISTED BELOW MAY BE ENACTED BY 
ONE MOTION. ANY ITEM MAY BE REMOVED AND DISCUSSED IF A 
COUNCILMEMBER SO REQUESTS. 

   
COUNCILWOMAN SUTTLES MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT 
AGENDA ITEMS III-A THROUGH III-F; SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN 
LAMERSON; PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 
A. Authorize payment to SirsiDynix for maintenance costs associated with 

the automated library system operated by the City on behalf of the 
Yavapai Library Network in the amount of $81,352.22. 

 
B. Adopt Resolution No. 3930-0936 – A resolution of the Mayor and Council 

of the City of Prescott, Yavapai County, Arizona, authorizing the City of 
Prescott to enter into a new Delegation Agreement (Development 
Agreement) with Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) 
authorizing the Prescott Fire Department to continue issuing open burn 
permits within the City, and authorizing the Mayor and staff to take any 
and all steps necessary to accomplish the above. 

 
C. Granite Dells Ranch Holdings: 

 
1. Adopt Resolution No. 3932-0938 – A resolution of the Mayor and 

Council of the City of Prescott, Yavapai County, Arizona approving 
a Procedural Pre-Annexation Agreement and Agreement to 
Provide Temporary Construction Easement and Dedicate Right-of-
way with Granite Dells Ranch Holdings, LLC, and authorizing the 
Mayor and staff to take any and all necessary steps to accomplish 
the above. 

 
2. Adopt Resolution No. 3934-0940 – A resolution of the Mayor and 

Council of the City of Prescott, Yavapai County, Arizona accepting 
a Temporary Construction Easement and Mining Easement from 
Granite Dells Ranch Holdings, LLC, and authorizing the Mayor and 
staff to take any and all necessary steps to accomplish the above. 
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D. Approve a professional services agreement with Granite Basin 
Engineering, Inc. for design of the FY09 Small Water Main Upgrades and 
Sewer Mainline Replacement Project, in an amount not to exceed 
$325,000.00. 

 
E.  Tax Code Changes: 
 

1. Adopt Resolution No. 3933-0939 – A resolution of the Mayor and 
Council of the City of Prescott, Yavapai County, Arizona, declaring 
as a public record that certain document filed with the city clerk and 
entitled “THE 2008 AMENDMENTS TO THE TAX CODE OF THE 
CITY OF PRESCOTT.” 

 
2. Adopt Ordinance No. 4690-0933 – An ordinance of the Mayor and 

Council of the City of Prescott, Yavapai County, Arizona, relating to 
the privilege license tax; adopting “THE 2008 AMENDMENTS TO 
THE TAX CODE OF THE CITY OF PRESCOTT” by reference; 
establishing an effective date; providing for severability and 
providing penalties for violations. 

 
F. Approve the Minutes of the Prescott City Council Study Session of 

January 6, 2009; the Workshop of January 13, 2009; and the Regular 
Voting Meeting of January 13, 2009. 

 
IV. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

A. Authorization of payment to Dell, Inc. in the amount of $60,340.52 to 
purchase 45 new computers for the Prescott Public Library. 

 
   Mr. Norwood pointed out that there were people in the audience to go 

over any detailed questions. Over the last week they have spent a lot of 
hours looking into this to make sure it is a good purchase. That 
recommendation has not changed. One of the challenges they have in the 
library, is that they have had e-mails saying that if they only need to write 
a resume they do not need the same horsepower as somebody pushing 
some sophisticated software. If they dedicate three computers to resume 
writing, there will be only one person needing to use it and someone 
wants to use software that that computer cannot handle. They are trying 
to get maximum usage.  The monies are coming from a special taxing 
district. Half of it goes into the General Fund and half to buying capital. 
They are been very diligent about buying good capital. New programs 
come on and they need the horsepower to work them. These are not 
home applications. They do not make judgments on what is more 
important.  They can get computers cheaper but they would recommend 
that this is approved as submitted. 
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Councilwoman Suttles stated that this is Yavapai County property tax 
money designated for Library and asked what else it is designated for.  
Library Director Toni Kaus said that this comes from the County Library 
District property tax monies and they are designated for automation and 
special projects. They are used for a variety of uses, mostly computer 
automation.  This is the third year they have been using those funds to 
move aging computers into a four year replacement cycle.  Councilwoman 
Suttles said she thought that the reason a flag has been put up is 
because of economic system. She asked if they did not use this amount 
of money, if the $60,000 would become available later. Ms. Kaus said that 
according to the Library Service agreement it needs to be spent in this 
fiscal year.  In her opinion it is the best use.  They are replacing five to 
seven year old computers.  She said that they would have to review the 
budget to see if there was something else to do with it. It would be a 
disservice to the users of the library not to replace those computers. If 
they do not use those funds in this fiscal year, they will not be available. 

 
Councilwoman Suttles asked to have this pulled because there were no 
bids, just Dell.  Some people in the community asked questions. She is 
going to take her recommendation that this is the best value for that 
money, as she does not know. She is hoping that for the library, through 
Toni, it is the best value for what they are purchasing. 

 
 Ms. Kaus said she appreciates the trust. They do they best with the 

taxpayer’s dollars whether from city’s sales tax or county property tax.   
     

Councilman Luzius said he thinks that all of the Council received e-mail 
from Mr. Steven Rogers who gave some websites and locations to find 
out what was going on with Dell, as it seems like their customer service 
has been faltering. They have settled for $3.5 million settlement with 34 
states because they have not followed through. He has no problem with it, 
but he wants to make sure that the IT person is comfortable. When a 
company has to come up with a settlement because they are not doing 
their job properly, he wants to make sure that they will not have the same 
problem. One of the sates where the award was made was Arizona. 

     
Ms. Kaus asked Cory Christians to answer the questions. Mr. Christians 
said that it will happen that any large corporation will have someone suing 
them. He cannot speak to this issue because he has not had any problem 
with Dell support. For the most part they have purchased Dell for seven 
years and their service has been top notch.  They are more than willing to 
come on site, usually within next day. 

     
Councilman Roecker said that he was of the understanding that the IT 
people are trained in fixing Dell computers. Mr. Christians said that there 
is a program that Dell will certify people in servicing Dell equipment. It 
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allows them to bypass some of the simple questions. Councilman 
Roecker said that he has to take his word for it. 
    
Jerry Smith Fornara, 405 Park Avenue, said that o her the Library is the 
center of any community, especially when the economy is flat. She is in 
there three times a week and it is always full, and the computers are full. It 
is extremely important that this be funded. 
   
COUNCILWOMAN LOPAS MOVED TO APPROVE PAYMENT TO 
DELL, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $60,340.52 TO PURCHASE 45 NEW 
COMPUTERS FOR THE PRESCOTT PUBLIC LIBRARY; SECONDED 
BY COUNCILMAN BELL; PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
B. Approve a Grant Participant Agreement with Arizona State Parks to 

accept a Trails Heritage Fund grant in the amount of $64,570.00. 
   

Eric Smith said that he would provide any more details needed on the 
grant source. 

     
Councilman Lamerson He had this pulled from agenda intentionally. They 
are all aware of the shortcomings in revenues and things they have to do. 
His understanding is that they have difficulties right now with revenues, 
and he wants to make sure that the money they are discussing has been 
allocated through the state; it is not new money being spent. Indeed, out 
of the monies they have set aside in a fund designated for open space, 
the money used in the matching funds is coming from that fund.   
 
Mr. Smith said that the state funding is the Arizona Heritage Fund, it is a 
voter approved sourcefrom 20 years ago. It is lottery revenues of which 
$10 million go to Arizona State Parks and $10 million go to Arizona Game 
& Fish Department. The funds are distributed to local entities in the forms 
of grants. The way that Arizona State Parks manages their Heritage Fund 
is that they wait to see that the lottery revenues have come in before they 
initiate the grant process. The funding they are applying for is monies that 
came in Fiscal Year 2008. Prior to applying for the grant one year ago, 
they had to be sure the monies were there. Councilman Lamerson asked 
that if this grant application was approved and if the City does not approve 
this and match, what happens to the money awarded to the City. 
 
Mr. Smith said that typically when Arizona State Parks scores all of the 
grant applications, they award the grants in the order in which the scores 
were provided. If they turn it down, Arizona State Parks would go to the 
next entity on the list and award to them. 
    
Councilman Bell thinks that it is important that the public know that it 
requires a $37,000 match from the City of Prescott. Councilman 
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Lamerson said that he had the same concern. That is why he looked at 
this issue. The money to be used for this has been put in the open space 
funds already. Money available in sales tax collections are not what is 
being looked at; they are already in a dedicated fund for Open Space 
Acquisition. 
   
Mr. Woodfil said that a correction had to be made on the memo. The 
actually funding to match for this grant is coming from the Park Impact 
Fee, not the Open Space Fund. It was set aside several years ago. 
 
Councilman Lamerson asked if it has to be used for parks and recreation 
if it comes from the impact fees. Mr. Woodfil stated that the money must 
absolutely be used to increase capacity on trail system for growth. 
 
Councilman Bell said that the memo they received said that the money 
was from the Open Space and Streets fund. Mayor Wilson said that 
Councilman Bell’s observation that this is part of 50 mile trail is extremely 
important. This is an economic driver for the City of Prescott that needs to 
be completed.   

   
Councilwoman Suttles asked if the money is in that account for the match. 
Mr. Woodfil said yes. 

    
COUNCILMAN BELL MOVED TO APPROVE A GRANT PARTICIPANT 
AGREEMENT WITH ARIZONA STATE PARKS TO ACCEPT A TRAILS 
HERITAGE FUND GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $64,570.00; 
SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN LUZIUS; UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED  

 
C. Approval of a five-year funding Agreement with Prescott Community 

Access Channel. 
 

Mr. Norwood asked that this item be tabled for two weeks, as the Council 
did not get the latest draft of the contract with Access 13.     

 
V. ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business to be discussed, the Prescott City Council 
Regular Voting Meeting of January 27, 2009, adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 

 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      JACK D. WILSON, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
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______________________________ 
ELIZABETH A. BURKE, City Clerk 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of 
the Regular Voting Meeting of the City Council of the City of Prescott, Arizona held on 
the 27th day of January, 2009. I further certify the meeting was duly called and held and 
that a quorum was present. 
 
Dated this ____ day of ___________________, 2009. 
 
 AFFIX 
       CITY SEAL  
      _____________________________________  

     ELIZABETH A. BURKE, City Clerk 
 


