
 Open Space Acquisition Advisory Committee
 General Meeting    
 January 14, 2009 

 PRESCOTT, ARIZONA 
  
MINUTES OF THE General Meeting OF THE Open Space Acquisition Advisory 
Committee held on January 14, 2009 in the City Hall, Lower- Level Conference 
Room located at 201 S. Cortez St, Prescott, Arizona. 
 

1. Roll Call & Approval of Minutes from 11/12/08 Meeting –  
Members Present: Michael Byrd, Brad Bergamini, Jeri Smith-Fornara, Jim 
Lawrence, Bruce McKeeman, Ron Smith, Steve Walker  
Members Absent: Walt Anderson, Dan Campbell, Valarie Isley 
Others Present: Jim Boyd, Diana Fister, Councilwoman Lora Lopas, Chris Hosking, 
Jeff Low, Jeanne Trupiano, Gordon Bergthold, Rich Lewis, Joyce Mackin, Bob 
Feldmeier, Michelle Stacy    
 
Meeting called to order at 5:00 P.M. Motion was made by Steve Walker to accept 
the general minutes of the 11/12/08 meeting as written. Bruce McKeeman seconded 
the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
2. Introduction of Guests and Current Events – 

Prescott citizen George Sheats has submitted an application to be a new committee 
member. 
 
No current events to report. 
 
3. Central Arizona Land Trust –  
Jean Trupiano presented an overview of the Central Arizona Land Trust.  The 
mission of the Central Arizona Land Trust (CALT) is to preserve and protect open 
space, wildlife habitat, and the scenic and cultural values of Yavapai County for 
future generations.  It was created in 1989 and it works with willing landowners 
seeking to protect their land permanently.   Their main tool in collaboration efforts 
with land owners is conservation easements. 
 
A conservation easement is a voluntary legal agreement between the landowner and 
Land Trust.  It provides protection of key values by restricting development on 
natural, recreational, scenic, historical features and productive lands.  Under the 
easement landowners retain fee title to their property and can use it, sell it, or pass 
on to heirs, but the terms of the agreement stay with the land forever.  In the 
meantime the Land Trust accepts a stewardship role with the obligation to ensure 
the terms of the agreement are upheld in perpetuity.  Benefits include not requiring 
public access to the land, limited development, such as a future home site and tax 
incentives that would be extended to year-end 2009. 
 



Central Arizona Land trust has collaborated on conservation easements with W 
Diamond Ranch, the protection of Thumb Butte, The Boyle-Debusk Preserve and 
the Payne Property.  Jeanne suggests that is to the betterment of the committee to 
work with the Land Trust when working to acquire open space land.  Not only would 
it show tax payers the long term protection plan for open space properties, but it will 
also provide a better working relationship with landowners, to ensure them that their 
land is being used for the correct purposes. 
 
4. Sales Tax Extension Update– This topic was tabled until the next meeting, 
which will be held on February 11, 2009, or future meetings. 
 
5. Granite Gate Resort- Bill Feldmeier was on hand to answer questions about the 
Granite Gate Resort property.  Councilwoman Lora Lopas stated that this property 
had previously been discussed as a possible purchase/donation and could possibly 
be back on the table for discussion.  She stated that she, Michael Byrd and Jeanne 
Trupiano have met with Mr. Feldmeier, consultant on the property and Mr. 
Jesperson, son of the land owner, to go over various plans for the property.   
 
The first plan presented to the neighbors was to build along the creek bed to the 
southwest of their existing facility.  A revised plan being offered by the neighborhood 
is to build a ramp road back into the canyon of the Dells and destroy a 14-acre 
section of rocks. The current plan is to build back against the rocks, in proximity to 
the location of the tennis courts and swimming hole, which is already disturbed land.  
Councilwoman Lopas has sent a letter to the County Commissioners and the 
Planning and Zoning Commission stating that the Open Space Acquisition Advisory 
Committee is in not in favor of the second plan (canyon) and is supportive of the 
current plan to utilize already disturbed areas. 

 
Mr. Feldmeier stated that 10-acres of the property is intended to remain open space 
property and is looking for guidance from the committee on how to progress from 
here.  The land owner is open to donating the 10-acres as an easement for tax 
credit.  The 10-acres will start at the road at the Resort and head out towards 
highway 89, cuts across a small canyon to the parking lot and is located between the 
creek and Highway 89.  The land would be ideal for the numerous water resources 
that slowly release to Willow Lake. He also stated that creating a conservation 
easement is possible and that the land owner is open for discussion.   
 
Jeri Smith-Fornara made a motion to have the committee formalize a 
recommendation to utilize the conservation and trail easements for the purpose of 
securing the property.  The motion was seconded by Bruce McKeeman and the 
motion was passed with approval, unanimously. 
 
Mr. Feldmeier received approval from the County Planning and Zoning office to 
proceed with development of the land and will be going to the County Supervisors 
meeting on February 2, 2009 to seek their approval.  He is asking for letters of 
support from the Open Space committee members to take to the meeting with him. 



6. Working Group Updates- PAD had a meeting with Eric Kriwer of Fire 
Prevention to go over the concept of PAD’s.  Jim Lawrence would like to move 
forward quickly to ensure that developers are in good business with the aspect of 
open space in their developments.  Jim is also recommending to the 20-50  
committee, that an increase of PAD ordinance keep the existing requirement for 
25% open space and add incentives to encourage and additional 25% above the 
requirement. 
 
The PAD working group is looking for volunteers to join the team.  Steve Walker 
recommended that the board spend time looking at the composition of the work 
group responsibilities and reevaluate the groups to ensure that the right people are 
in the right groups. 
 
7. Executive Session –  

a. Discussions or consultations with designated representatives of the 
public body in order to consider its position and instruct its 
representatives regarding negotiations for the purchase, sale or 
lease of real property, pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.03(A)(7). 

 
I. Properties in the Granite Dells area and West Prescott 
II. Open Space Property Map Update 

III. Properties in the West Prescott Area 
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8. Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 7:00 P.M. 

 
       
       
             
      ___________________________________  
      Michael Byrd, Co-Chairman 
 
 
 

 

Michelle Stacy, Minute Preparer 
 


